


Fringes observed in the correlations of the measured positions of single photons -
the measurement was made possible by a new method developed as part of the
FNP’s FIRST TEAM project, “Spatiotemporal photon correlation measurements for
quantum metrology and super-resolution microscopy” led by Dr. Radek tapkiewicz
from the Faculty of Physics at the University of Warsaw.

Observation of the correlations in photon’s positions allows for the measurement of

the phase of light despite strong fluctuations and very low signal levels, opening new
possibilities for precise measurements in fields such as biology, quantum metrology,
and atomic interferometry.
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The fringes shown in the photo were measured for an exponential phase with

a signal at the level of single photons per frame. The camera used to collect the data,
capable of detecting individual photons with high temporal and spatial resolution,
was designed and built at the Faculty of Physics, University of Warsaw, as part of

the FIRST TEAM project, and patented in the EPO system (EP3648453 - System for
detection with high temporal and spatial resolution and method for detection with
high temporal and spatial resolution).
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source: Jerzy Szuniewicz et al., Noise-resistant phase imaging with intensity
correlation, “Science Advances” vol. 9, no. 38
https://www.science.org/doi/full/10.1126/sciadv.adh5396
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THE FOUNDATION
FOR POLISH SCIENCE

Since 1991, the Foundation has supported scientists and funded top-level research
with the aim of improving the quality of science in Poland and promoting its

development. The Foundation is a nongovernmental and nonpolitical organization.

The Foundation’s motto is: “Supporting the best so that

they can become even better”.

Objectives of the activity:
> supporting outstanding scientists and research teams;

> supporting innovative projects and assisting in the commercialization of
scientific discoveries and inventions.

WHAT WE DO

> We fund groundbreaking research conducted at scientific institutions and
businesses.

> We support top scientists at successive stages of their scientific careers across all

fields of specialization.
> We help early career researchers to get a good start in science.

> We help early career researchers achieve early scientific autonomy and establish

their own research teams.

We enable the creation of new jobs for undergraduates, doctoral students, and
new doctorate graduates.

We further cooperation between science and business and promote the transfer
of scientific achievements to economic practice.

We encourage Polish and foreign researchers to work in Poland.

We advocate the internationalization of science in Poland.

OUR VALUES

Scientific Excellence

Credibility and Integrity

We organize our competitions based on procedures available to applicants,
which relate to the process of selecting the recipients, spending the funds, and
accounting for the financial support.
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We oblige our beneficiaries to conduct research diligently and to document
and report their findings.

We provide the public with detailed information about our activities.
We are committed to ethical professional practice.

We consistently and actively implement the European Charter for Researchers
and the Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers.

Social Responsibility

Development
We are a learning organization.
We strive to develop and apply the best possible standards.

We continuously evaluate our programmes and learn from the conclusions
drawn.

We undertake activities so that the scientists we support can take full
advantage of their individual research skills and passions.

We assist researchers in applying best practices in recruitment, junior
researcher mentorship, and research management.

Transparency
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Openness and Diversity

We implement the principles of equal opportunities and nondiscrimination,
which include ensuring accessibility for people with disabilities and enacting
the principle of equal opportunities for both women and men.

We oppose all forms of discrimination.

We conduct activities for the benefit of a diverse scientific community.

We strive to support all areas of science.

In the process of project evaluation, we respect the specific nature of
individual scientific disciplines and the diversity of professional backgrounds

of our applicants.

Our competitions follow the bottom-up principle, where researchers propose
project themes in accordance with their interests, skills, and research preferences.

FINANCING OF PROGRAMME
ACTIVITY

FNP’s own funds

> The founding capital of PLN 95 million (part of the Central Fund for the
Development of Science and Technology, liquidated in 1990) was directed to FNP
by a decision of the Polish parliament in 1991. Since then, FNP has effectively
grown these funds through investment in instruments such as bonds, investment
fund units and shares.

> In 2003-2004 the Foundation received additional funds under the Act of 29 March
2000 Amending the Act on Commercialization of Enterprises, in the form of PLN
51,7 million in proceeds from the privatization of State Treasury companies.

> As a public benefit organization, FNP is entitled to receive assignments of 1.5% of
individuals’ personal income tax. The funds from this source are used to augment
the stipends of the most outstanding winners of the START programme).

> Private donations.

PN 267,17

million

((((((

(©

rn 550,2

million

&

European funds

> Innovative Economy Operational Programme (PO IG) 2007-2013, Measure 1.2
“Strengthening the human resources potential of science”: as a beneficiary of PO
IG, FNP received PLN 421 million (funds disbursed in 2007-2015);

> Human Capital Operational Programme (PO KL) 2007-2013, Measure 4.2
“Development of R&D system staff qualifications and raising awareness of the
role of science in economic growth”): FNP obtained funds from this source for
implementation of the SKILLS project (devoting over PLN 35 million to this aim in
2010-2015);

> Smart Growth Operational Programme (PO IR) 2014-2020: Measure 4.4
“Increasing the human potential in the R&D sector” (budget: PLN 759,8 million)
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and Measure 4.3 “International Research Agendas” (budget: PLN 572,4 million) -
funds disbursed in 2016-2023;

> The European Funds for a Modern Economy 2021-2027 programme: Measure 2.1
International Research Agendas; Measure 2.2. FIRST TEAM, Measure 2.3. TEAM
NET, Measure 2.7 Proof of Concept; Measure 2.7 PRIME with a total budget of PLN
1,2 billion (these funds are to be spent between 2024 and 2029).

Financial reporting

Every year FNP’s financial statements are audited by renowned auditing companies
and published in the Annual Report, available at the Foundation’s office and on its
website.

We are a member of:

PHILEA (fmr. European Foundation Centre)
A platform for the largest philanthropic organizations in Europe;

Science Europe
An association of European organizations whose mission is financing or conducting
research of scientific excellence;

Donors Forum

An organization of independent and financially self-sufficient organizations awarding
grants for socially beneficial purposes.

Philanthropy Europe Association Shaping the future of research

. 2 r
P |Ie/a SCIENCE 3 FORUM |
h EUROPE DARCZYNCOW
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE FNP’S COUNCIL

Dear Readers,
Dear Friends of the Foundation,

recent years have highlighted the enormous impact of science on society and
demonstrated the fundamental motivation behind scientific research, namely the
quest to understand the foundations of our existence so as to improve the lives

of individuals and entire societies. After the pandemic, science has seen a surge

in new technologies. Artificial intelligence is transforming the social sciences

and humanities, while medical science can now hope to cure many diseases
completely, instead of treating only their symptoms. Revolutionary advances in
gene editing, immunotherapy, and personalized medicine are transforming health
care and offering patients new hope. These innovations underscore the importance
of continued support and investment in science, as they hold the promise of
unprecedented improvements in the quality of life for people around the world. The
Foundation for Polish Science remains at the forefront of these efforts, striving to
ensure the continued development of science in Poland and its international success.

When developing science in Poland, we should focus on improving its quality.
Effective evaluation of scientific achievements is essential, but it must be based

on fair yet demanding parameters that actually verify the innovative nature of

the discoveries, not just quantitative aspects such as the number of publications.
Historically, Nobel Prize winners often published only a few papers during their
doctoral studies, but these were outstanding! This proves that the number of
publications does not determine the level of research. Unfortunately, we notice

the growing number of predatory journals in Poland, which can temporarily raise
scientific indicators. This diverts valuable resources from real scientific progress. In
countries with high scientific standards, people perceive publishing in such journals

<« Prof. Tomasz Guzik
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as detrimental to academic integrity and the advancement of science. Polish science
is joining this trend slowly.

In this context, the FNP’s role and responsibility become even more important.

For years, the Foundation has remained true to its motto “Supporting the best, so
that they can become even better.” The motto reflects the terms and conditions of
participation in its programs, which gradually transform Polish science, promote new
ideas, and set high standards.

The Foundation consistently promotes high-quality scientific research and
emphasizes discovery and innovation rather than bibliometric indicators. Moreover,
the FNP promotes methods of evaluating the performance of researchers based on
qualitative criteria. In evaluating research proposals, the Foundation emphasizes
originality, innovation, research potential, and international cooperation. The FNP
Prize remains the most prestigious scientific award in Poland thanks to its multi-
stage, rigorous, and internationally recognized selection process.

The Foundation plays a key role in building and developing scientific capacity in
Poland. Its programmes such as START provide financial support to young scientists
and enable their scientific development and stability by giving them space to
undertake innovative research projects. Supporting young scientists is one of the
Foundation’s main tasks, as it is an important exponent of the future strength and
dynamics of Polish science.

Fostering research excellence requires a multifaceted approach. The Foundation
emphasizes creating an environment conducive to creativity and collaboration,
providing research working conditions that meet the best global standards, and

promoting international partnerships. Continuously developed and carefully
analyzed programs such as the International Research Agendas allow outstanding
scientists to create innovative centers of excellence in Poland and are key to
achieving this goal. By supporting interdisciplinary research and facilitating global
collaborations, we can drive meaningful scientific progress and maintain high
standards of research integrity and impact.

Furthermore, the Foundation extends its support beyond the Polish borders. In
response to Russia’s aggression against Ukraine, the FNP continues to provide
financial and organizational support to Ukrainian scientists, supporting joint
research conducted by them in cooperation with Polish scholars.

I am proud of the role that the Foundation for Polish Science plays in strengthening
science in our country and promoting innovation. In 2023, the FNP’s commitment,
programmes, and, activities enabled many researchers working in Poland to achieve
remarkable results, discoveries, and advances in various fields. | believe that thanks
to the FNP, science practiced in Poland will continue significantly contribute to the
global scientific community.

According to the Foundation’s statute, the term of office of the FNP Council in its
current composition ends in 2024. The four members of the Council - Professors
Aleksandra tuszczynska, Maria Nowakowska, Jan Kotwica, and myself - served on
the Council for two four-year terms. They will be replaced by the new Council elected
in April 2024. Our work on the Foundation’s Council was an exceptional time for all of
us. We have gained a unique experience of involvement in projects and programmes
implemented by the FNP. We took great satisfaction from cooperatimg with other
members of the Council, the Board of Directors, and FNP employees. Thank you all.

Professor Tomasz Guzik
Krakow, June 2024
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
OF THE BOARD

Dear Readers,

we present you with the Annual Report on the activity of the Foundation for Polish
Science (FNP) in 2023. This year, we gave PLN 223,5 million” to our beneficiaries.
Expenditures on programmes financed by the European funds managed by the FNP
within the Smart Growth Operational Programme (POIR) amounted to approximately
PLN 180,5 million Meanwhile, expenditures from FNP’s own funds, including those
for preparatory activities related to new initiatives under the 2021-2027 European
Funds for a Modern Economy (FENG) programme, amounted to approximately

PLN 11 million. In 2023, we implemented 19 programmes: 12 financed from our own
resources and 7 from POIR.

The most significant achievements of 2023 were 242 POIR-funded scientific projects
completed by our winners. The Foundation managed to settle almost all of them.
Using this source of financing, the FNP invested approximately PLN 1,2 billion in
research projects between 2015 and 2023. The projects covered such areas as new
energy storage technologies, ecology, energy, new material creation, quantum
technologies, medicine, and medical diagnostics. Scholars conducted them under
seven programmes: International Research Agendas Programme (IRAP), TEAM,
TEAM-TECH, FIRST TEAM, POWROTY/REINTEGRATION, HOMING, and TEAM-NET.
These programmes aimed to create conditions for researchers working in Poland to
pursue science at the very highest levels and use research outcomes for the benefit
of society. We hope that each POIR-funded project has contributed something
valuable to the collective knowledge. Many of our winners have delivered new results
that could influence the development of breakthrough technologies, which are
currently of interest to the most innovative research communities. We believe that

: Including payments made through the BGK platform directly from the Ministry of Finance account.

<« Prof. Maciej Zylicz
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some of these will eventually translate into a new quality in socially important fields.
We take pride in the successes of our winners, as they bring us closer to a better
reality.

Closing this chapter of our activity, we can say that the Foundation has achieved
something incredibly challenging. Since the launch of programmes financed under
the Innovative Economy Operational Programme (POIG) in 2007, we have directly
transferred Structural Funds for research projects conducted in Poland and
planned by scientists themselves, using funds from the subsequent EU financial
perspectives: the 2007-2023 POIG and the 2015-2023 POIR. The EU financing system
is extremely bureaucratic, complicated, and better suited for purposes other than
scientific research. However, we believe that the use of such significant funds for
the development of science in Poland gives us a chance for its genuine change.
Therefore, albeit well aware of related difficulties, the FNP decided to participate

in the next EU financial perspective and it is now starting to implement a new
programme offer under the 2023-2029 FENG. Thus, the year 2023 was filled with
intense work on closing and settling POIR projects, along with preparations to
initiate new competitions. In total, the Foundation will allocate EUR 220 million in

5 programmes: IRAP FENG, FIRST TEAM FENG, TEAM-NET FENG, Proof of Concept,
and PRIME. We continued negotiations and arrangements with the FENG Managing
Authority - the Ministry of Development Funds and Regional Policy - regarding
principles of FENG implementation and procedures, competition documentation,
rules of cooperation with experts, and other matters. In 2023, we launched the first
four calls for new competitions: two in IRAP, one in FIRST TEAM, and one in PoC. In
the same year, we also conducted the formal evaluation in these competitions, with
the substantive evaluation planned for 2024.

This first stage of programme implementation under FENG leads to the conclusion
that this is the most challenging EU financial perspective for us. So far, despite

many obstacles, we have managed to reconcile the requirements arising from the
structural fund procedures with the fundamental principles of FNP’s operation as

a non-governmental organization funding scientific research for over 30 years in line
with the best international standards. Among these principles, scientific excellence
remains for us the most crucial element. This concerns researchers applying for
financing, the proposed research projects, and the use of the widely recognized peer
review method in assessing funding applications. With this method, scholars with

acknowledged achievements - comparable to or better than the evaluated person -
assess the scientific output of competition participants based on substantive criteria.

Currently, we are facing three major problems resulting from the requirements
imposed on the FNP in the implementation of FENG-funded programmes. These
requirements stand in conflict with the Foundation’s competition principles, which
in our view, ensure substantive evaluation, promote quality, and hence allow us to
select the best research projects to advance science in Poland.

The FNP must now require only Polish language in applications submitted to

its competitions, although such a requirement is not inscribed in the Act on the
principles of implementing tasks financed from European funds in the 2021-2027
financial perspective (Implementation Act). For over 15 years - also within POIG- and
POIR-funded programmes - we required only English language in applications for
our competitions. This resulted from international scientific standards, the openness
of FNP competitions toward researchers of all nationalities, and the involvement of
experts from around the world in application evaluation to avoid conflicts of interest
when reviewing Polish researchers’ applications and to increase the impartiality of
the entire process. Over the years, the Foundation has strived to create a database
of foreign experts, establishing lasting relationships with them, and benefitting

from their experience. At present, as we do not want to abandon our standards of
quality, we seek outstanding Polish scholars who work abroad to cooperate with us
in applications evaluation. From the administrative perspective, the new situation
complicates the application evaluation process even further. Despite numerous talks
with the Managing Authority, we have not yet managed to convince them to change
their view on the matter.

The second major hindrance to the beneficiary selection process was the sudden
change in the rules for selecting experts to evaluate competition applications. This
happened following the disclosure of irregularities in awarding grants in certain
government agencies and aimed to prevent such cases. However, with scientific
experts, it is clear that requirements for avoiding potential conflicts of interest do
not match the scientific environment; these requirements are directly transferred
from competitions for representatives of companies applying for public funds. The
change greatly hinders the grant-giving system. Finding Polish-speaking experts
with appropriate substantive qualifications while also meeting the new formal
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requirements has led to significant delays in the application evaluation process in the
competitions initiated by the FNP within the FENG programme in 2023. We sincerely
apologize to participants for these delays.

We are trying to convince the Managing Authority to our approach and proposals that
would include the specific nature of our activities. Unfortunately, so far, to no avail.
We remain bound by expert selection rules which do not fit scientific research.

Regretfully, regardless of party membership, the Managing Authority shows distrust

of our achievements and experience-based know-how, not to mention that of the

most important grant-giving institutions around the world. We believe that as a non-
governmental organization that specializes in a narrow field, we have competencies
that could benefit the state administration and improve the quality of science in Poland.
Institutions supervising our use of EU funds constantly verify our reliability in this field.
In 2023, the European Commission, the National Center for Research and Development
(NCBR), the Ministry of Development Funds and Regional Policy (MFiPR), and the
National Revenue Administration conducted a total of 14 inspections of the FNP, each
time confirming the correct completion of the tasks financed from structural funds.

The solutions imposed on us undermine the peer-review evaluation method to
select projects based on quality and critical discussion - a method developed by the
scientific community and perfected by the FNP for more than 30 years.

When assessing applications in the FENG calls, we encountered a third obstacle

of a more general nature - related to issues of scientific discussion and expert
evaluation, which are the essence of evaluating scientific work. Although it

does not result from the Implementation Act, the Managing Authority made it
practically impossible for us to use written reviews of individual applications as
supporting material for the expert panel that decides about funding. According to
the Managing Authority, specialized reviews of individual applications prolong the
evaluation process and increase its costs, thus deeming the ordering of such reviews
undesirable due to possible discrepancies between the reviewer’s opinion and the
panel’s final decision. On the contrary, we believe the more experts or reviewers
assess an application, the lower the chance of making an evaluation error. We should
not deprive this process of discussions and confrontations of opinions, as these are
integral elements of verifying research work.

Traditionally, regardless of various philosophical and social arguments, most assume
that the scientific community critically evaluates research results, both before

and after publication. Similar rules apply to the grant applications assessment:
preliminary hypotheses with preliminary results are subject to critical evaluation,
usually in a two-stage process, first by reviewers analyzing a narrow topic of a given
application and, then, by the expert panel focusing on a comparative evaluation

of all applications. Widely recognized by the scientific community, such a system
enables a collective assessment.

Indeed, science is a social process in which community members constantly - and
skeptically - examine others’ work results or research hypotheses. Researchers
comment, criticize, and verify published scientific papers, thus confirming or
rejecting proposed results based on objective criteria. Critical scientific discussions
fuel progress in research disciplines, which sometimes leads to real breakthroughs
in science. After all, Niels Bohr and Albert Einstein’s passionate debates reflected in
their letters laid the groundwork for quantum physics in the early twentieth century.

Knowing why researchers follow the scientific method, what is progress in science,
and how do we validation discoveries forms the cornerstone of public trust in
science. The scientific method allows us to acquire and communicate knowledge,
recognizing that there are many paths to the truth, and new discoveries can
challenge the consensus. Researchers employ systematic observation, logic,
probability calculus, and deduction to formulate, justify, test, and revise theories and
hypotheses, which are then verified externally through scientific discussion based on
scholarly critique and skepsis.

The development of civilization relies on science. For science to progress and
address current social challenges, researchers must collaborate in their efforts
while communicating with the public and decision-makers - as the latter create

the research system at the state and institutional levels. We will continue to work
toward a better understanding of science and its needs, defending values that are
essential for the development of research and Poland’s civilizational advancement.
What makes the FNP is its rooting in the scientific community. Following our motto,
“supporting the best, so they can become even better,” we will strive to ensure that
our competitions include a thorough substantive evaluation and funded projects
create real opportunities for creative, ambitious, and innovative scientific work.
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As every year, | give my special thanks to our donors, including individuals who
supported us with one-time and recurring payments, along with 1.5% income tax
donations. Thanks to the latter, in 2023 we obtained over PLN 160,000. The total
amount received from individuals, institutions, and companies amounted to over

PLN 440,000. We use most of the donated funds to finance START stipends for
early career researchers (for more, see...). We are grateful for your trust and help
in fulfilling our mission to support outstanding scholars in their pursuit of the most
ambitious scientific goals.

Prof. Maciej Zylicz
Warsaw, June 2024
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THE FNP AUTHORITIES

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD OF THE FOUNDATION

Composition of the Executive Board until 30 September 2023

President
Prof. Maciej Zylicz

Deputy President
Prof. Wtodzimierz Bolecki

Deputy President
Dr Tomasz S. Perkowski

Composition of the Executive Board from 1 October 2023

President
Prof. Maciej Zylicz

Deputy President
Dr Tomasz S. Perkowski

Deputy President
Dr Marta tazarowicz-Kowalik

<« from the left: M. Zylicz, M. kazarowicz-Kowalik, T. Perkowski
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THE FOUNDATION’S COUNCIL

Term of office from 1 September 2020 to 31 August 2024

Chair
Prof. Tomasz Guzik

Deputy Chair
Prof. Grazyna Jurkowlaniec

A from the left: P. Garstecki, M. Nowakowska, T. tuczak, J. Kotwica, T. Guzik, A. kuszczyn-
ska, G. Jurkowlaniec

Members

Prof. Piotr Garstecki

Prof. Jan Kotwica

Prof. Tomasz tuczak

Prof. Aleksandra tuszczynska
Prof. Maria Nowakowska
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THE FNP STAFF

Status as of 31 December 2023

PROGRAMME DIVISION

Michat Pietras
director of the programme division
Kinga Stominska
deputy director of the programme division

Programme Coordination Section
Dr Maria Mosor
head of section
Jurgita Krauzlis
Dr Ewa Nawrocka
Anna Szynka
Matgorzata Switalska-Bury
Dr Anna Wajler

International Research Agendas Section

Dr Anna Skarzynska
Dr Kasper Marchlewicz
Dr Judyta Wegrzyn

Dr Wiktoria Wojtyra

International Research Agendas Financing Section

Monika Machnikoska
head of section
Jagoda Brewczak
Agata Fronczak
Karolina Jedrzejewska
Katarzyna Tekieli

Research Evaluation Support and Commercialization Section
Dr inz. Radostaw Kwapiszewski
head of section
Adrian Warsinski
Paulina Wiejak

Academic Entrepreneurship Section
Dr Marcelina Firkowska
head of section
Justyna Kunicka-Wielgosz
llona Musiat
Dorota Sierak

Entrepreneurial Liaison Expert
Dr Bartosz Wawrzynow

Awards, Fellowships and International Cooperation Section
Justyna Motrenko
head of section
Dr Sofia Azotseva
Dr Aleksandra Czerniawska
Dr Monika Bitas-Henne
Joanna Jachimczuk-Lora
Dr Karolina Marcinkowska

FINANCIAL COORDINATION DIVISION

Aneta Antolak
director of financial coordination division

External Audit Section
Irmina Sitnicka
head of section
Katarzyna Lechicka
Marcin Marcinkow
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Financial Coordination Section ORGANIZATION AND HR DIVISION

Pawet Kulesza
head of section Joanna Antas
Monika Machnikowska director of HR and organization
Magdalena Sordyl
HR Section

Project Financial Support Section Anna Lechowicz

Ewa Janota Katarzyna Antoniak
head of section

Dariusz Chmiel Foundation Office

Anna Mastowska Marta Koztowska

Agnieszka Syryczynska Kaja Lemlich

Elzbieta Tenderenda

Database Section Communication, Promotion and Fundraising Section
Mirostaw Serwaczynski Dominika Wojtysiak-tanska
head of section

FINANCE AND ACCOUNTING DIVISION Agnieszka Kossakowska

Elzbieta Marczuk

Dorota Komosa Katarzyna Pronobis
chief accountant Dr Agnieszka Siarkiewicz
Monika Wolirska Renata Sieron

director of finance and accounting
Administration and IT Section

Accounting and Tax Section Piotr Urbaniak

lwona Pachnowska head of section

Matgorzata Piennkowska Jarostaw Jurczyk

Jakub Rytka Wojciech Jerzy Stepien

Katarzyna Siemienczuk

Aleksandra Swiercz Programme Evaluation and Analysis
Matgorzata Zawtocka Dr Dorota Juszczyk

Legal and Public Procurement Section
Andrzej Czajka

head of section
Ewa katkowska
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STANDARDS OF OPERATION

Ethics and Good Practices

The Foundation for Polish Science wishes to play an active role in establishing
good practices in professional ethics for scientists conducting research in Poland.
Furthermore, it aims to contribute to the development of rules and experiences in
the area of ethical standards that should be in force in Polish scientific institutions.
Therefore, the Foundation defines the principles and values that apply to its

employees, beneficiaries, candidates, and reviewers in the competitions it organizes.

The following documents:
> The Code of Ethics of the Foundation for Polish Science,
> The Code of Ethics for Beneficiaries and Candidates in Programmes of the
Foundation for Polish Science.
define the principles and values that apply to the employees of the Foundation,
prize-winners, beneficiaries, candidates participating in competitions organized by
the Foundation, and reviewers evaluating applications.

To assess the implementation of the principles defined in The Code of Ethics for
Beneficiaries and Candidates in Programmes of the Foundation for Polish Science, the
Foundation has introduced:
> The Rules of Procedure at the Foundation for Polish Science in the Event of
a Possible Violation of Ethical Rules or Failure to Apply Good Practice in Science.

These documents are available under this link:
https://www.fnp.org.pl/en/o_fundacji/kodeksy-etyczne/

The Ethics and Good Practice Commission attached to the Foundation issues
opinions on potential ethical violations or failure to apply the good practices that
apply at the Foundation.

The Ethics and Good Practice Commission (2023-2025 term)

> Prof. dr hab. Renata Bilewicz - Chair of the Commission (University of Warsaw,
Faculty of Chemistry),

> Prof. dr hab. Wojciech Gawlik (Jagiellonian University, Faculty of Physics,
Astronomy, and Applied Computer Science),

> Prof. dr hab. inz. Leon Gradon (Warsaw University of Technology, Faculty of
Chemical and Process Engineering),

> Prof. dr hab. Elzbieta Jung (University of Lodz, Institute of Philosophy),

> Prof. dr hab. Kazimierz Stepien - Vice-Chair of the Commission (Astronomical
Observatory of the University of Warsaw),

> Prof. dr hab. Zofia Szweykowska-Kulifiska (Adam Mickiewicz University in
Poznan, Faculty of Biology),

> Prof. dr hab. Wojciech Tygielski (University of Warsaw, Institute of Art History),

> Prof. dr hab. n. med. Magdalena Zielinska (Mossakowski Medical Research
Institute of the Polish Academy of Sciences).

Any person involved in the process of evaluating applications for funding or reviewing
projects funded by the Foundation who has information about a possible violation

of ethical rules or failure to apply good practices in scientific activities must provide
notice of the situation. Individuals who are not involved in the process of evaluating
applications or projects may also give such notice. The Commission considers

cases in a panel of at least three members, with the Chair determining the panel’s
composition on each occasion and always acting as one of the members.

In 2023, the Ethics and Good Practice Commission considered one report of
a potential ethical breach or failure to follow good practices. The Board accepted the
Commission’s position and found no violation of the Foundation’s ethical rules.
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The European Charter for Researchers and the Code of Conduct
for the Recruitment of Researchers

hr

HR EXCELLENCE IN RESEARCH

The European Charter for Researchers and the Code of Conduct for the Recruitment
of Researchers form a set of recommendations published by the European
Commission to make the European labor market more attractive to scientists.

The recommendations provide a collection of rules that researchers, research
institutions, and grant-making bodies should follow. They address ethical issues, the
recruitment and evaluation of researchers, the conditions of research work, as well
as training and advancement of researchers.

In 2012, the Foundation for Polish Science was the first institution in Poland to receive
the “HR Excellence in Research” Award and the right to use the corresponding icon.

In the case of the Foundation, the implementation of the principles of the Charter and the
Code means applying them in the course of evaluating competitions and implementing
research projects funded by the Foundation. The Foundation closely monitors the
competitions and the process of selecting the winners. The monitoring process

ensures high standards in the evaluation of applications, enables the verification of the
compatibility of the competition practice with the objectives of a particular programme,
and allows to determine whether the methods according to which applications undergo
evaluation comply with the principles of the Foundation’s Code of Ethics, the European
Charter for Researchers and the Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of Researchers. The
monitoring procedure is primarily concerned with the evaluation mechanisms and
criteria as well as methods of selecting experts for the evaluation process. An essential
aspect of monitoring is ensuring that the evaluation process is impartial through the
elimination of conflicts of interest and enforcing the principle of the equal treatment of
candidates. Other aspects subject to monitoring include the methods used to assess
the candidates’ achievements, the ability of the candidates to address the reviews they
receive, the ability to contact the panelists, and the rule of respecting the candidates.
Although the Foundation does not employ researchers directly, it makes every effort to

ensure that the research teams it funds are led and their members recruited according
to good practices. Researchers can find detailed provisions in this respect in the
documentation of the individual programmes, with compliance subject to evaluation.
In 2018, the Foundation published The Strategy for Open, Transparent, and Merit-based
Recruitment of Researchers ( https://www.fnp.org.pl/assets/OTM-_-en.pdf )

The implementation of the Charter and the Code is an ongoing process. The Foundation’s
activities in this area are subject to periodic scrutiny by European Commission experts,
which allows the Foundation to retain its “HR Excellence in Research” award.

Improving the Research Evaluation System

One of the fundamental principles of the Foundation’s functioning is the evaluation
of research achievements of candidates participating in the competitions the
Foundation organizes. The Foundation works continuously to improve the
application evaluation process.

In 2023, the Foundation joined the European Coalition for Advancing Research
Assessment/CoARA and became one of the signatories of the Agreement on
Reforming Research Assessment.

The Coalition was established in 2022 to lead a concerted effort to change the
research assessment system. The Agreement on Reforming Research Assessment,
which has been signed by the Foundation, is a guiding document relating to matters
of research evaluation. More than 350 organizations from more than forty countries
participated in drafting the agreement, which was coordinated by a team comprising
representatives from Science Europe and the European University Association, as
well as independent researchers.

The document lists ten core commitments relating to research assessment:

1. recognize the diversity of contributions to and careers in research in accordance
with the needs and nature of the research,

2. base research assessment primarily on qualitative evaluation for which peer
review is central, supported by responsible use of quantitative indicators,
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3. abandon inappropriate uses of the Journal Impact Factor (JIF) and h-index in
research assessment,

4. avoid the use of rankings of research organizations in research assessment,

5. commit resources to reforming research assessment as needed to achieve the
organizational changes committed to,

6. review and develop research assessment criteria, tools, and processes,

7. communicate efforts made to reform the research assessment system. Raise
awareness of research assessment reform and provide transparent communication,
guidance, and training on assessment criteria and processes as well as their use,

8. exchange practices and experiences to enable mutual learning within and
beyond the Coalition,

9. communicate progress made on the implementation of these Commitments,

10. Evaluate practices, criteria, and tools based on solid evidence and state-of-the-
art research and make data openly available.

Open Access

The Foundation for Polish Science supports the idea of Open Access (OA) to scientific
publications and the research results used in these publications, with a view to

maximizing the impact of publicly funded research on scientific, social, and economic
development. Universal and free access to research results accelerates and facilitates
the search for knowledge, supports the progress of research processes, and
contributes to the development of innovation. Moreover, open access encourages

the exchange of ideas, broadens the research perspective, and reduces the risk of
duplicating the work of researchers.

The Foundation endeavors to contribute responsibly to the creation of an effective
and reliable OA system, which comprises appropriate repositories. The Foundation
aims to achieve this goal through its membership in international organizations, such
as Science Europe, its participation in discussions and initiatives in the relevant area,
and the promotion of good practices. Moreover, the Foundation strives to motivate
researchers to meticulously document and file their research results, including
negative results, thoughtfully manage their results, and increase the reach and
accessibility of scientific publications.

In 2023, the Foundation published its stance on Open Access:
https://www.fnp.org.pl/assets/FNP-wobec-OA_1.09.23_EN.pdf
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FNP EVALUATION ACTIVITIES

The scale of the Foundation’s activities and the Foundation’s importance for science
in Poland require that its programmes undergo systematic evaluation. Serving

to analyze the purpose, quality, and results of the implemented programmes,
evaluation supports the process of building the Foundation’s programme strategy.
The Foundation conducted the following evaluation studies in 2023:

Study on Intellectual Property Protection
and Research Results Commercialization

The study aimed to discover the experiences of participants in programmes
conducted under the Smart Growth Operational Programme with regard to the
commercialization of R&D results, technology transfer, and cooperation with the
market. The study had the form of an anonymous survey addressed to team leaders
and successful applicants: HOMING, POWROTY/REINTEGRATION, FIRST TEAM, TEAM,
TEAM-TECH, TEAM-NET, TEAM-TECH Core Facility, and IRAP programmes, namely the
recipients of funding from the Foundation between 2016 and 2023.

Of the 148 team leaders and programme winners who participated in the survey, less
than half (44.6%) filed or were in the process of filing a patent application, 40% of the
respondents did not file a patent application as part of their project and did not plan
to do so, while the remainder, around 15% of the respondents, did not file a patent
application but had plans to do so.

Among the respondents who had already filed an application, the majority (65%)
agreed that encapsulating project results in the form of patent applications
contributed to the development of technology in their field and promoted the
advancement of innovative research. However, about 40% of the respondents who
had already filed a patent application said they would have chosen a different

type of IP protection if not for the project’s performance indicators. Many

projects demonstrated other research results that were promising in terms of
commercialization, which the respondents did not plan to patent, instead opting for
a different IP protection strategy, or required further technological refinement.

The respondents were mostly positive about the Foundation’s expectations related
to project accounting by means of indicators in the form of patent applications.

In their opinion, such an accounting method encouraged scientist to consider the
results of their research in an applied context. At the same time, the respondents
warned against a situation in which submissions were made only for the purpose of
accounting for projects despite their lack of commercialization potential.

Study of Early Career Researchers Participating
in FNP Projects

The study focused on the quality of experience gained by early career researchers
who participate in projects funded by the Foundation through POIR. The study

took the form of an anonymous online survey. The study invited a total of 1,373
young researchers (doctoral students and postdoctoral researchers) from eight
programmes to participate: HOMING, POWROTY/REINTEGRATION, FIRST TEAM, TEAM,
TEAM-TECH, TEAM-NET, TEAM-TECH Core Facility, and IRAP programmes. A total of
341 people responded to the survey, of whom 210 declared that they had a doctoral
role in the project and 131 had a postdoctoral role.

The respondents were mostly positive about the support received from their group
leader in terms of accessibility and commitment, support during the research
process, facilitation of contacts with other scientists, the provision of inspiration,
creative impulses, and motivation to work, assistance in preparing scientific
publications and in organizing trips abroad, and encouragement to become
autonomous.

Despite the overall positive assessments of the leader’s assistance, one-fifth of the
respondents declared that, if given the opportunity, they would currently choose

a different group leader. The most frequently cited reasons for dissatisfaction
included insufficient commitment from the leader, the work atmosphere created

by the leader, and being burdened with excessive tasks unrelated to the project or
other people’s responsibilities. Other difficulties encountered during the project that
were unrelated to the group leader included the COVID-19 pandemic and associated
restrictions, difficulties in accessing equipment, and delays due to procurement
procedures taking too long.
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The early career researchers declared an increase in skills acquired as a result of
their participation in the project, which mainly related to their scientific autonomy
and independent thinking, conducting individual scientific research, gaining subject-
related and methodological knowledge, presenting their research results at scientific
conferences, writing scientific articles, and engaging in scientific communication.
Fewer respondents declared this growth in relation to the commercialization of
research results.

Most respondents agreed with the statement that their participation in the
project had increased their chances of interesting research work, their chances
of employment or a postdoctoral internship at Polish or international research
institutions, and their chances of becoming involved in international cooperation.

A comparison of the responses of men and women does not demonstrate
fundamental differences.

Extensions to Projects Financed within POIR Measure 4.4

The study aimed to summarize the effects of supporting additional research tasks
implemented by the winners of the Foundation’s programmes between 2016

and 2022. The Foundation subjected all research projects funded under POIR
Measure 4.4 to expert evaluation at the project closure stage, while the study in
question was designed to measure the tangible effects of the changes applied for
by the programme winners and which concerned: the subject-related scope of
the project, an additional research proof of concept (PoC) task, changes related
to the introduction of a new task or a change in the subject-related scope of the
Foundation’s project in connection with applying for an ERC grant, and undertaking
cooperation with the leader of another team funded by the Foundation. The
winners of the Foundation’s programmes submitted a total of 237 applications,
some of them multiple times. As many as fifty-three applications were submitted
twice, fourteen applications were submitted three times, and two applications
were submitted four times. As many as 101 applications were successful. The
analysis of extensions included an analysis of data available in the Foundation’s
database, a study of questionnaires of PoC and ERC extension winners, which
aimed to measure the tangible effects of these extensions, and an analysis of

data on successful applications for ERC funding. The survey responses from the
recipients of PoC extensions confirmed the validity of the length and budget of

the projects and the usefulness of the support received for the verification of

the proposed solution’s market potential. Of the fifteen projects that received
additional funding from the Foundation as a result of applying for an ERC grant, five
winners were successful in obtaining an ERC grant or a comparable grant. Of the
eighteen applications that did not receive additional support from the Foundation,
three successful applicants received an ERC grant. According to the survey, the
additional research funding provided by the Foundation not only provided direct
assistance in obtaining ERC grants, for example, by helping researchers obtain
preliminary results for ERC grant applications but also contributed to increasing
the commercialization potential of the results obtained or enabling new research.
The respondents who were unsuccessful in obtaining ERC funding also emphasized
that the additional funding allowed their research group to continue its activities,
strengthened its scientific output, and helped to improve its original funding
application. The direct consequences of extensions and additional project funding
were the most challenging to verify in instances when a research team was working
with the leader of another project funded by the Foundation. Apart from the
evaluation of projects at their closing stage, another source of knowledge on the
subject are the assessments of extensions connected to the COVID-19 pandemic in
their subject matter. An expert panel was responsible for these assessments. While
all additional pandemic-related research was rated highly, experts singled out

the research that resulted from additionally funded collaborations as particularly
valuable.

Evaluation of Projects Funded within the Framework
of Additional Funds for Beneficiaries of POIR Measure 4.4
for Research Dedicated to the COVID-19 Pandemic

A particular example of changes to projects and funding for additional research tasks
was research related to the COVID-19 pandemic. In the call for applications that

the Foundation organized in 2020, all new research tasks submitted for additional
funding as part of extensions to projects had to relate to fighting the COVID-19
pandemic. There were fifty-three applications for such changes and the Foundation
granted funding to fourteen projects, of which six applications related to potential
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cooperation and eight applications addressed changes to the subject-related scope
of projects. The funding awarded to these projects was PLN 13,707,784.

The Foundation organized the assessment of projects that received additional funding
to perform new tasks related to COVID-19 in 2023, entrusting it to a panel of experts.
The experts assessed the projects based on the successful applicants’ description

of the implementation of the additional research task, which indicated its primary
objective, outcome, and the relevance of the implementation to the advancement of
knowledge or practical solutions associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.

The reviewers positively assessed fourteen projects, with nine projects receiving

a positive assessment with distinction. The experts agreed that the objective of the
additional research task was aptly chosen from the point of view of the research
needs connected to the pandemic, that the research yielded important results,
and that the implementation of these projects was vital for the development of
knowledge or practical solutions related to the COVID-19 pandemic.

The experts rated the evaluation of collaborative research particularly highly, which
combined different theoretical approaches, methods, and research techniques. The
positive assessment of the results of the additional research tasks associated with
the COVID-19 pandemic confirmed the validity of the Foundation’s approach, which
took the form of rapid “intervention” funding for COVID-19-related research. Instead
of an open competition for new projects, the Foundation restricted entry to the
competition to researchers who were already implementing projects funded by the
Foundation (under POIR Measure 4.4). The projects funded under POIR Measure 4.4
were preselected using an in-depth evaluation process. The teams implementing
these projects were fully formed, had appropriate conditions for research, including
the necessary equipment, and the Foundation was monitoring their research
progress. According to experts, this approach proved to be appropriate and
significantly reduced the risks linked to selecting completely new research projects.

Evaluation of the START Programme

As in previous years, in 2023, the Foundation conducted an evaluation of the results
of the START programme based on the results of a survey addressed to the winners
of the 2022 START programme. The evaluation aimed to assess the impact of the
programme on the career development of young scientists. The Foundation invited
all successful applicants of the 2022 START programme to participate in the survey.
Out of one hundred invited individuals, seventy-five participants completed the
survey form.

The winners of the funding rated highly all aspects of the programme, such as
information on the competition rules, the transparency of the competition rules,

the degree of difficulty in preparing and applying, contact with the Foundation

at the competition stage and at the funding implementation stage, the financial
attractiveness of the funding, and the attractiveness of the non-financial terms of the
funding.

The respondents also assessed positively the impact of the programme on their
research plans and highlighted the effects of the funding in terms of improving their
financial situation, motivating them to continue their scientific work, increasing their
confidence in their own abilities, raising their professional ambitions, and increasing
their satisfaction with their research. In the opinion of the funding holders, this
programme surpasses programmes offered by other institutions, above all, in terms
of prestige, financial terms of the funding, and the principles of selecting successful
applicants.

All the respondents who completed the questionnaire continue to pursue their
research work, with most working in scientific and research institutions. The vast
majority of these respondents link their future career plans to science (92%) and
conducting scientific work in Poland (88%).
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Moreover, the FNP continued cooperation with the Zygmunt Zaleski Foundation,
which, together with the FNP, finances prizes for the winners of three consecutive
editions of the Marie Sktodowska-Curie and Pierre Curie Polish-French Science Award.

Moreover, in 2023, individual donors supported the START programme and

the FOR UKRAINE programme through one-time and recurring contributions.

The Foundation raised the funds for the START programme from individual donors
through the fundraising website https://start.fnp.org.pl/en, and for the FOR
UKRAINE programme - through the website https://pomocukrainie.fnp.org.pl/en .

Furthermore, along with other leading foundations in Poland, the Foundation
participated in the Napisz Testament (Write Your Will) social campaign and continued
its activities around testamentary fundraising, aimed at educating Poles to
encourage the inclusion of NGOs in testamentary bequests.

»v 440,410

FUNDRAISING ACTIVITIES

In 2023, the Foundation aimed to raise funds to finance the START programme and

the FOR UKRAINE programme. PLN 315,965

In the first four months of 2023, the FNP conducted a campaign entitled “Science
helps: Help science!”, which encouraged donations of 1.5% of tax from individuals

to support young scientists who are START programme scholarship recipients. 6 1 605
Consequently, the FNP received PLN 160,670 from 1.5% tax contributions, the PLN 9
equivalent of more than five scholarships in the START programme.

In 2023, the Foundation cooperated with the PZU Foundation regarding support 62 839
for START 2022 winners. The Zdrowie-Rozum-Serce Foundation remained among PLN 9

the institutional donors supporting the START programme. Moreover, FNP received
contributions to the FOR UKRAINE programme from the NGSchool association and
Robert Bosch Ltd.
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FNP IN 2023 IN FIGURES

454

foreign scientific partners for laureates’projects

programme expenditures domestic partners for laureates’ projects

96

commercial partners for laureates’ projects

19

programmes implemented

donations of 1,5% of personal income tax cooperating reviewers and experts

1,978 2,662 ]

researchers employed on laureates’ projects publications about the FNP (online, print media, radio, TV)

stipend recipients employed on laureates’projects unique users of the FNP website
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FOUNDATION’S REVIEWERS
AND EXPERTS IN 2023

Monika Adamczyk-Garbowska, Naveed Akbar, Daniel Bagi, Stephen Barnett, Michel
Baudry, Magdalena Bak, Oliver Benson, Anna Beroun, Eleonora Bielawska-Batorowicz,
Martin Bier, Michat Bilewicz, Barbara Biliska, Leszek Blacha, Sergey Bobkov, Marino
Bonaiuto, Jennifer Bosson, Mark Brandt, Christian Bruckner, Caslaw Brukner, Tamara
Brzostowska-Tereszkiewicz, Elwira Joanna Buszewicz, Joseph Carroll,

Cui-Zu Chang, Anna Cheéka, Adam Janusz Chmielewski, Soren Christensen, Andrzej
Chwojnowski, Aleksandra Cichocka, Aleksandra Cistak-Wojcik, Frans Coenen, Joseph
Cohen, Seth Cohen, Andriy Danylenko, Frederic de Buzon, Ingrid Jolanda Monique de
Vries, Cornelia Denz, Benjamin Dietzek-lvansic, Pieter A. Doevendans, Marcin Drag,
Zbigniew Drozdowicz, Adam Dziadek, Marek Marian Dziekan, Michael Feig, Krzysztof
Fic, Mirostaw Filiciak, Irene Hanson Frieze, Barbara Fryzet, Adam Gendzwitt, Witold
Piotr Glinkowski, Maciej Gloger, Mirostaw Golon, Ewa Go6recka, Leon Gradon, Jakub
Growiec, tukasz Gruszczynski, Wiestaw Ignacy Gruszecki, Patrycja Grzebyk, Danuta
Gutowska-Owsiak, Michat Harciarek, Sarah Harris, Beata Hasiow-Jaroszewska,
Manajit Hayer-Hartl, Tomasz Herzog, Michat Horodecki, lvan Huc, Justyna Humiecka-
Jakubowska, Sophie Jackson, Jacek Adam Jania, Andrzej Januszewicz, Piotr
Jaworski, Dariusz Jemielniak, Jean Francois Joanny, Maciej Jonca, Jolanta Jura,
Przemystaw Juszczynski, Wiestaw Kaczanowicz, tukasz Dominik Kaczmarek, Pawet
Kafarski, Andrzej Kaniowski, Michat Karonski, Martin Kavka, Edmund Kizik, Jacek
Kluska, Jarostaw Andrzej Ktaczkow, Ewa Kocoj, Kornelia Konczal, Piotr Marian
Kowalczyk, Marek Krajewski, Thomas Krauss, Jakub Kronenberg, Monika Agnieszka
Kusiak, Masayasu Kuwahara, Marcin Kuzniak, Andrey Launov, Elisa Laurenti, Gerd
Leuchs, Mikotaj Lewicki, Adam Lipszyc, Peter Oliver Loew, Zbigniew Lonc, Christian
Libke, Dmytro Luchenko, Mieczystaw tapkowski, Tomasz Wojciech Majewski, Lindsay
J. McCunn, Ronan McGrath, Roman Michatowski, David Mikics, Karol Miller, Dagmara
Mirowska-Guzel, Daniel M. Mittleman, Michat Mokrzan, Eduard Miihle, Christine
Mummery, Anita Napierata, Maciej NiedZzwiecki, Olena Nikolayenko, Branislav
Nikolic, Michael Nitsche, Agnieszka Nogal, Steven Nolan, Piotr Nowak, Dominika
Nowis, Andrzej Noworyta, Przemystaw Olstowski, Grzegorz Opolski, Piotr Orleanski,
Modesto Orozco, Liam C. Palmer, Katarzyna Paprzycka-Hausman, Aleksandra
Parteka, Katarzyna Pernal, Katarzyna Person, Marek Pflitzner, Marcin Pilipczuk,

Robert Poczobut, Olena Ponomareva, Danuta Popinigis, Aleksander Posern-Zielinski,
Remigiusz Jézef Pospiech, Jacek Pozorski, Dorota Praszatowicz, Sascha Preu, Eugenia
Prokop-Janiec, Joachim Radler, David Sanchez-Garcia, Luis Lorenzo Sanchez-

Soto, Tamar Schlick, Eugene Shakhnovich, Jairo Sinova, Mateusz Skucha, Grzegorz
Sobon, Jerzy Sperka, Agata Starosta, Piotr Suder, Joanna Sutkowska, Krzysztof
Szczubiatka, Katarzyna Szewczyk-Haake, Anna Olga Szyjkowska-Piotrowska, Michal
Roman Szymanski, Piotr Sniedziewski, Grzegorz Swiatek, Stephen Terrett, Prasad
Tetali, Antonio Trovato, Krzysztof Trybus$, Dmitry Turchinovich, Werner Ulrich, Jorge
Vala, Georg von Freymann, Wiestaw Wiczk, Piotr Widtak, Pawet Wielgosz, Karolina
Wierczynska, Agnieszka Wierzbicka, Agata Wierzbowska-Miazga, Maciej Wojtkowski,
Michat Woyciechowski, Szymon Wrébel, Violetta Wréblewska, Arkadiusz Wudarski,
Andrzej Wypustek, Anna Wysocka, Pawet Zajas, Stefan Zauscher, Grzegorz Stanistaw
Zwara, Michat Zwierzykowski, Arkadiusz Zychlinski.

The list includes individuals who participated in the evaluation of applications under
competitions financed by FNP’s own funds and IRAP competitions and consented to
the publication of their names in the FNP Annual Report.

In 2023, experts from the list of experts maintained as part of the implementation of
the POIR evaluated the applications submitted under POIR Measure 4.4.

Recruitment of experts candidates

In the framework of the implementation of activities financed by structural funds
(POIR, EFME), the FNP provides a transparent system for the recruitment of candidates
for experts and defines the procedure for recruitment based on the needs regarding:
> evaluation of grant applications;
> appeal procedure;
> opinions on ongoing projects (among others, as part of conducting mid-term
project evaluations, evaluations of change requests, and evaluations of projects
at the end of implementation);
> project audit.
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In 2023, the Foundation conducted two rounds of candidate recruitment for experts
under the procedure “Acquisition and selection of experts for the selection of
projects for funding (including under the appeal procedure) and the implementation
of tasks resulting from contracts for funding projects under POIR Measure 4.4”. The
conducted calls resulted in the acquisition of 17 new candidates for experts. At the
end of 2023 and the beginning of 2024, the FNP’s list of candidates for experts in
POIR Measure 4.4 included almost 1,200 people.

In 2023, the Foundation also launched the recruitment of experts under the
European Funds for a Modern Economy 2021-2027 (FENG) programme, in which FNP
serves as an Intermediate Body. The Foundation conducted nine rounds of the call,
in which it positively evaluated 197 applications for inclusion in the list of experts.
As of 2023/2024, the FENG List of Experts, which includes individuals transferred
from the POIR list and those submitted in the FENG call, included more than 1,300

individuals.
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The
Foundation’s
Programmes

Dr. Mariusz Zdrojek (above), winner of the TEAM programme, with a colleague »




PROGRAMME EXPENDITURES

In 2023, the Foundation for Polish Science implemented 19 programmes. The FNP
financed 12 programmes from own resources and 7 - from EU structural funds in
the Smart Growth Operational Programme (POIR). In total, 7 programmes involved
competitions.

In the following parts of the Report, we will present detailed information about
the competitions and winners in specific programs.

The table below presents the costs of implementing individual tasks included in
the Foundation’s programme activity for 2023.

IMPLEMETATION COSTS

PROGRAMME (PLN ‘000)

Costs of unpaid statutory activity

FNP Prize 1,244
COPERNICUS Polish-German Scientific Award 47
Poland-US Science Award 41
Marie Sktodowska-Curie and Pierre Curie - French-Polish Science 1
Award

FOR UKRAINE Programme 1,591
START Programme: Stipends for Young Researchers 3,580
A. von Humboldt Polish Research Fellowship 150

Leszek Kotakowski Honorary Fellowship 50
MONOGRAPHS Programme 651
Costs of implementing activities financed by the European 183,238
Regional Development Fund

External cooperation 91
Other programme expenses 654
Programme reserve 78
TOTAL UNPAID STATUTORY ACTIVITY 191,633

Summary of the costs of executing specific tasks as of December 31, 2023

Costs of Statutory Activities Financed from ERDF Funds under
Measures 4.3 POIR, 4.4 POIR

In connection with the FNP’s implementation of Measure 4.3 POIR, in 2022, the
costs of running the International Research Agendas (IRA) programme amounted to
PLN 177,327.

Acting as the Implementing Authority for Measure 4.4 POIR, in 2023, the Foundation
executed payment orders for beneficiaries of Measure 4.4 POIR through the BGK
platform - i.e. directly from the account of the Ministry of Finance - for a total
amount of more than PLN 47,823. The certification of beneficiaries’ expenditures
transferred for 2023 to the European Commission by the Certifying Authority reached
more than PLN 81,311 for the Foundation. The above amounts are not included in the
income statement and balance sheet of the Foundation but are so-called off-balance
sheet operations covered by auxiliary records.
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AWARDS AND STIPENDS

The Foundation for Polish Science Prize

Every year, the Foundation for Polish Science awards individual prizes to leading
researchers for scientific achievements and discoveries that shift the boundaries
of cognition, open new research perspectives, contribute significantly to the
advancement of civilization and culture in Poland and ensure our country

a prominent place in world science.

The FNP Prize has been awarded since 1992. In 2023, the FNP awarded the Prizes

for the 32nd time. Each laureate received a prize of PLN 200,000. To date, there have
been 117 winners of the FNP Prize.

FNP Prize winners in 2023

in the field of Life Sciences

Prof. Krzysztof Liberek from the Intercollegiate Faculty
~+of Biotechnology of the University of Gdansk and the

Medical University of Gdansk for demonstrating the role of
chaperone proteins in recovering proteins from aggregates
and folding them into the active form.

in the field of Chemical and Materials Sciences

Prof. Marcin Stepien from the Faculty of Chemistry of the
University of Wroctaw for designing and obtaining new
aromatic compounds with unique structures and properties.

in the field of Mathematical, Physical and Engineering Sciences

2023 Competition

¥
%,
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in the field of the Humanities and Social Sciences

Prof. Rafat Latata from the Faculty of Mathematics,

Informatics, and Mechanics of the University of Warsaw for

developing mathematical tools which led to the proof of
Talagrand’s Bernoulli Conjecture.

Prof. Maria Lewicka from the Faculty of Philosophy and

Social Sciences of the Nicolaus Copernicus University in

Torun for formulating and verifying a psychological model
of place attachment and place memory.

Nomination deadline

Candidates in the first stage

Candidates in the second stage

Reviewers and experts

Winners

January 11,2023 r.

83 candidates, 109 nominations

15

59

Total value of awards

PLN 800,000
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The FNP awarded the Prizes on December 6, 2023, at the Royal Castle in Warsaw.
The President of the Foundation, Prof. Maciej Zylicz, and the Chairman of the
Foundation Council, Prof. Tomasz Guzik presented the Prizes to the winners. Besides

a monetary award, each winner received a statuette designed and created by
sculptor Ryszard Koztowski.

FNP RAPORT ROCZNY 2023 | THE FOUNDATION’S PRO

31



START Programme:
Stipends for Young Researchers

Since 1993, the Foundation has awarded stipends to young researchers at the
threshold of their career who can already demonstrate successes and original
accomplishments in their field. The stipends encourage further development and
enable the recipients to devote themselves entirely to research work. From 1993 to
2023, the FNP held 31 competitions in this programme. The total number of winners
of all competitions in the START programme now includes 3,400 people.

The programme also provides funding for short study visits to foreign research
institutes to establish cooperation, learning about the working methods

at such centers, and the search for the best location for a postdoctoral
fellowship.

In 2023, the Foundation raised the amount of each individual stipend in the START
programme, which is now PLN 30,000. Pursuant to a decision of the Minister of
Science and Higher Education, START stipends are exempt from personal income tax.
In 2023, the total value of stipends awarded was PLN 3,145,600, including PLN 89,000
for study visits (for 7 winners).

In 2023, the Foundation awarded 100 stipends, including 7 distinctions, that is
higher stipends of PLN 38,000: four for candidates with outstanding research
accomplishments, one funded by the Professor Barbara Skarga Scholarship (for
boldly crossing boundaries between various fields of science), one funded by the
Professor Adam Sobiczewski Scholarship (for high-quality research in mathematics
mathematics, theoretical physics, or astronomy), and one funded by the Professor

Wactaw Szybalski Scholarship (for outstanding research in the field of biotechnology,
genetics, or molecular biology).

Distinctions were awarded to:

> Drinz. Dariusz Strugarek from the Faculty of Environmental Engineering and
Geodesy, Wroclaw University of Environmental and Life Sciences,

> Danuta Liberda from SOLARIS National Synchrotron Radiation Centre of the
Jagiellonian University in Krakow,

> Aneta Karpinska from the Institute of Physical Chemistry of the Polish Academy
of Sciences,

> Agnieszka Sobolewska from the Faculty of Polish Studies of the University of Warsaw,

The Professor Barbara Skarga Scholarship was awarded to:
> Drinz. Zuzanna Miodonska from Faculty of Biomedical Engineering of the
Silesian University of Technology in Gliwice.

The Professor Adam Sobiczewski Scholarship was awarded to:
> Dr Jan Kwapisz z Faculty of Physics, University of Warsaw.

The Prof. Wactaw Szybalski Scholarship was awarded to:
> lzabela Stupka, nCage Therapeutics sp. z 0.0.

The Foundation funded the stipends in the 2023 START competition from own
funds and the funds provided by private donors (for more, see chapter Fundraising
Activity). The funds for increasing the amount of scholarships awarded for
outstanding scientific achievements partially came from the 1.5% income tax
contributions made to public benefit organizations.
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A START FNP laureates at the 2023 Meetings with Nobel laureates in Lindau.

Under the agreement with the Council for Lindau Noble Laureates Meetings, the FNP
has been nominating members of the Polish delegation to participate in the Meetings
since 2006. The foundation selects young, talented researchers from Poland from
among the START program grantees. The FNP and organizers cover the cost of
participation in the Lindau Meetings.

In 2023, from among the START program grantees nominated by the Foundation,

six laureates successfully passed the multi-stage recruitment process in Lindau and

thus qualified to participate in the Meetings

> Julia Dtuzewska, Faculty of Biology, Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan
(winner of START 2021),

> Dr Karolina Finc, Centre for Modern Interdisciplinary Technologies, Nicolaus
Copernicus University in Torun (winner of START 2018),

> Dr Aleksandra Kopacz, Faculty of Biochemistry, Biophysics, and Biotechnology,
Jagiellonian University (winner of START 2022),

> Dr Magdalena Migalska, Faculty of Biology, Jagiellonian University (winner of
START 2020),

> Dr Natalia Ochocka-Lewicka, Nencki Institute of Experimental Biology (winner
of START 2021),

> Aleksandra Synowiec, Malopolska Centre of Biotechnology, Jagiellonian
University (winner of START 2022).

The 72nd Meeting with Nobel Laureates in Lindau began on June 25 and lasted until
July 1. This edition focused on physiology and medicine. In total, 635 scientists
(students, post-docs, and post-docs under the age of 35) from 98 countries
participated in the Meeting. Young scientists had the opportunity to meet nearly

40 Nobel laureates. The seven-day program of the 2023 Meeting included lectures
and panel discussions in the fields of physiology and medicine, with a special focus
on the thematic areas of diversity, artificial intelligence in medicine, and the impact
of climate change on health.
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START Programme Winners in 2023

Laureate

Field of Science

Institution

Karol Abratkiewicz
Tomasz Baranski

Wiktor Bednarczyk
Roksana Bernat

Ewelina Bik

Jakub Brzeski

Ryszard Buchalik

Angika Bulbul

Agnieszka Ewa Chowaniec-Michalak
Krystian Chudzik

tukasz Chyla

Daria Ciecholewska-Jusko
Kamil Deja

Matgorzata Draps

Monika Drobna-Sledzifska
Katarzyna Drozdowska
Wojciech Dziegielewski
Monika Gawatko

Mateusz Gielata

Adriana Gilarska

Joanna Gorgol

Pawet Gorecki

Emad Hasani Malekshah Fazel

telecommunications
archeology

materials engineering
chemistry

biophysics

physical chemistry
mechanical engineering
biocybernetics and biomedical engineering
building engineering
materials engineering
legal science
biotechnology
computer science
psychology

medical biology
electronics
molecular biology
clinical medicine
medical biology
materials engineering
psychology
electronics

environmental engineering

Warsaw University of Technology

University of Warsaw

Warsaw University of Technology

Medical University of Silesia in Katowice
Jagiellonian University in Krakow

University of Gdansk

Silesian University of Technology in Gliwice
Warsaw University of Technology

Wroctaw University of Science and Technology
Jagiellonian University in Krakow

Jagiellonian University in Krakow

West Pomeranian University of Technology in Szczecin
Warsaw University of Technology

Institute of Psychology, Polish Academy of Sciences
Institute of Human Genetics, Polish Academy of Sciences
Gdansk University of Technology

Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan

Medical University of Warsaw

University of Warsaw

Center for Biomedical Application Technologies
University of Warsaw

Gdynia Maritime University

Silesian University of Technology in Gliwice
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Laureate

Field of Science

Institution

Piotr Jachimowicz
Michat Jakubczak
Hubert JoZzwiak
Aneta Karpinska
Paulina Konca
Karolina Kot

Anna Kotowska-Zimmer
Patrycja Kowalik
Piotr Krajewski
Aleksandra Kroélicka
Mateusz Kusio

Jan Kwapisz

Anna Lewczuk
Danuta Liberda
Monika Lipinska
Dominik tukowiak
Bartosz Mackiewicz

Daria Marczak

Krystyna Maslowska-Jarzyna

Dawid Mehlich
Bartosz Mierzejewski
Zuzanna Miodonska
Katarzyna Mréz
Mikotaj Nowak
Mikotaj Nowak

Karol Nowosad

biotechnology
materials engineering
physics

biophysics
jurisprudence
medical biology
biotechnology
chemistry

clinical medicine
metallurgy

history

physics

economics
physical chemistry
botany

law

philosophy

environmental engineering

chemistry

pre-clinical medicine
medical biology
linguistics

building engineering
materials engineering
electrical engineering

molecular biology

The University of Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn

Warsaw University of Technology

Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun

Institute of Physical Chemistry, Polish Academy of Sciences
University of Silesia in Katowice

Pomeranian Medical University in Szczecin

Institute of Bioorganic Chemistry, Polish Academy of Sciences
Warsaw University of Technology

Wroclaw Medical University

Wroctaw University of Science and Technology

University of Warsaw

University of Warsaw

University of Warsaw

Jagiellonian University in Krakow

University of Gdansk

University of Warsaw

University of Warsaw

Wroctaw University of Environmental and Life Sciences
University of Warsaw

International Institute of Molecular and Machine Mechanisms, Polish Academy of Sciences
University of Warsaw

Silesian University of Technology in Gliwice

Krakow University of Technology

AGH University of Science and Technology in Krakow
Gdansk University of Technology

Medical University of Lublin
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Laureate

Field of Science

Institution

Patryk Obstarczyk
Andrzej Opala
Tomasz Osinski
Dominika Oziebto
Marzena Pander
Aleksandra Piejka
Wojciech Piotrowski
Pawet Plewa
Natalia Ptatosz
Natalia Porebska
Anna Potoczek
Maciej Préchnicki
Mikotaj Rogalski

Michael Romano

Samanta Romanowska

Tadeusz Rubik
Hanna Salmonowicz
Krzysztof Sekowski

Wojciech Stomian

Agnieszka Sobolewska

Patrycja Sokotowska
Mariusz Specht
Michat Stebel

Michat Stefanczyk
Dariusz Strugarek

Izabela Stupka

materials engineering
physics
telecommunications
medical biology
chemistry

psychology

materials engineering
mathematics

food and nutrition technology
biotechnology

social psychology

legal science
biocybernetics and biomedical engineering
astronomy

chemistry

philology

molecular biology
philosophy

mathematics

cultural studies
biotechnology

geodesy and cartography
mechanical engineering
social psychology
geodesy and cartography

molecular biology

Wroctaw University of Science and Technology

Institute of Physics, Polish Academy of Sciences, Warsaw

Warsaw University of Technology

The Institute of Physiology and Pathology of Hearing

University of Wroctaw

Institute of Psychology, Polish Academy of Sciences

Institute of Low Temperature and Structural Research, Polish Academy of Sciences
Wroctaw University of Science and Technology

Institute of Animal Reproduction and Food Research, Polish Academy of Sciences, Olsztyn
Uniwersytet Wroctawski

Jagiellonian University in Krakow

Jagiellonian University in Krakow

Warsaw University of Technology

National Centre for Nuclear Research

University of Gdansk

University of Warsaw

International Institute of Molecular and Machine Mechanisms, Polish Academy of Sciences
University of Warsaw

Wroctaw University of Science and Technology

University of Warsaw

Warsaw University of Technology

Gdynia Maritime University

Silesian University of Technology in Gliwice

Uniwersytet Wroctawski

Wroctaw University of Environmental and Life Sciences

nCage Therapeutics sp. z 0.0.
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Laureate

Field of Science

Institution

Mateusz Szatkowski
Rafat Szczepanski

Zofia Szczuka

Adrian Szewczyk

Piotr Szewczyk
Krzysztof Sztandera
Klaudia Sztolsztener
Stanistaw Szufa

Maja Szymanska-Lejman
Sabina Szymczak
Dominik Terefinko
Dorota Tomaszewska-Rolla
Monika Topa-Skwarczynska
Marlena Tynecka

Daniel Ura

Ewa Urbaniak

Vladyslav Vivcharenko
Jakub Wagner
Aleksandra Wdowczyk
Kinga Wisniewska
Dominik Wotosz
Krzysztof Wotoszyk
Przemystaw Zareba
Michat Ziemczonok

Damian Zieba

physics

automatics and robotics
psychology

materials engineering
materials engineering
medical biology
medical biology
computer science
genetics

economics
environmental engineering
electronics

chemical engineering
medical biology
materials engineering
linguistics

medical biology
chemistry
environmental design
hydrology and oceanology
chemical engineering
mechanics

pharmaceutical sciences

biocybernetics and biomedical engineering

economics

Wroctaw University of Science and Technology
Nicolaus Copernicus University in Torun

SWPS University of Social Sciences and Humanities, Warsaw
Medical University of Gdansk

AGH University of Science and Technology in Krakow
University of Lodz

Medical University of Bialystok

Jagiellonian University in Krakow

Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznan

Gdansk University of Technology

Wroctaw University of Science and Technology
Wroctaw University of Science and Technology

Krakow University of Technology

Medical University of Bialystok

AGH University of Science and Technology in Krakow
University of Lodz

Medical University of Lublin

Institute of Organic Chemistry, Polish Academy of Sciences
Wroctaw University of Environmental and Life Sciences
University of Gdansk

Warsaw University of Technology

Gdansk University of Technology

Krakow University of Technology

Warsaw University of Technology

University of Warsaw
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2023 Competition

Application window September 19 - October 31, 2022
Number of applications 673 (including 660 formally correct app.)
Candidates in the first stage 660
Candidates in the second stage 206
Reviewers and experts 82
Winners 100
The total value of stipends awarded PLN 3,145,000

The Foundation held the award ceremony for winners of the START 2023 programme
on June 17,2023 at the Royal Castle in Warsaw. Professor Tomasz Guzik, the
Chairman of the Foundation Council, and Professor Maciej Zylicz, the President of the
Foundation Board handed the diplomas to the winners.
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Alexander von Humboldt Polish Honorary Research Fellowship

Based on an agreement signed in 1995 with the Alexander von Humboldt Foundation,
the Foundation for Polish Science grants German researchers in all specializations
honorary fellowships in recognition of their previous academic achievements

and their contribution to the development of scientific cooperation between the

two countries. This fellowship is analogous to the Humboldt-Forschungspreis,

the prestigious award granted to eminent foreign scholars by the Alexander von
Humboldt Foundation in Germany. The fellowship aims to honor the scientific
achievements of the winners and stimulate long-term cooperation between Polish
and German researchers.

The last competition under the program was held in 2022. The winners will realize
the fellowship projects at least until the end of 2025.

COPERNICUS Polish-German Science Award

The COPERNICUS Award is a joint project of the Foundation for Polish Science and
the German Research Foundation (DFG). The purpose of the award is to recognize
the individuals most active in Polish-German scientific cooperation who made
exceptional research achievements as a result of their cooperation. Each laureate
receives the prize of EUR 100,000. The prizes are funded in equal parts by the FNP
and the DFG. The competition is held every two years and the awards are presented
alternately in Warsaw and Berlin.

The FNP announced the 10th COPERNICUS Award in May 2023. The acceptance
of nominations ended on July 12, 2023. The jury selected the winners of the 10th
edition of the COPERNICUS Award in the first quarter of 2024. The jury members
were:

> Prof. Immo Fritsche, Wilhelm Wundt Institute for Psychology, Leipzig University,

> Prof. Agnieszka Halemba, Department of Contemporary Ethnology and
Anthropology, Institute of Archeology and Ethnology of the Polish Academy of
Sciences,

> Prof. Pawet Idziak, Faculty of Mathematics and Information, Jagiellonian
Universty in Krakow,

> Prof. Marek Samo¢, Faculty of Chemistry, Wroclaw University of Technology,

> Prof. Justyna Wolinska, Leibniz Institute of Freshwater Ecology and Inland
Fisheries, Berlin,

> Prof. Ursula Wurstbauer, Institute of Physics, University of Miinster.

The ceremony for the presentation 10th anniversary edition of the Polish-German
COPERNICUS Award will take place in October 2024 in Berlin.

Leszek Kotakowski Honorary Scholarship

The Leszek Kotakowski Honorary Scholarship is designed to recognize young
scholars with distinguished achievements in the history of medieval and modern
philosophy up to 1939. Persons holding a doctorate are eligible for the competition.
The prize is a personal research stipend in the amount of PLN 100,000. The funds
for the fellowship come from the Prof. Leszek Kotakowski Fund (50%) and from other
FNP’s funds (50%). The competition is biennial.

The Chapter of the Leszek Kotakowski Scholarship includes:

Dr Dmitri Levitin, All Souls College, Oxford,

Prof. Steven Nadler, University of Wisconsin-Madison, USA,
Prof. Dominik Perler, Humboldt Universitat,

Prof. Bogdan Szlachta, Jagiellonian University,

Dr Caterina Tarlazzi, University of Venice,

Prof. Catherine Wilson, City University of New York.

vVvVvvVvVvvVvVvVvVvy

Maria Sktodowska and Pierre Curie Polish-French Science Award

The Maria Sktodowska and Pierre Curie Polish-French Science Award is a joint
initiative of the Foundation for Polish Science and the French Academy of Sciences.
The award aims to recognize exceptional scientific achievements resulting from
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A Ataceremony attended by the winners of the Polish-French Science Prize, June 13 2023, Paris

the Polish-French cooperation. The award was established with the support of the
French Ministry of Higher Education, Research and Innovation (MESRI) in 2019, which
was the Polish-French Year of Science.

In 2021, the FNP signed an agreement with the French Academy of Sciences to
continue the award. Both parties will establish a Polish-French Chapter responsible
for the substantive course of the competition and will select winners based on the
Chapter’s recommendations. The competition will continue possible thanks to the
financial support granted by the Zygmunt Zaleski Stichting. Under the agreement
signed in September 2021, the Zaleski Stichting will co-finance three subsequent
editions of the biennial award together with the FNP. The organizations will
contribute to this goal EUR 45,000 each. The amount of the award is EUR 15,000

for each of the two laureates of a given competition. The awards are presented
alternately in Warsaw and Paris.

The winners of the second edition were Prof. Grzegorz Pietrzynski from the Nicolas
Copernicus Astronomical Center, Polish Academy of Sciences and Prof. Pierre
Kervella the Paris Observatory. The organizers honored the winners in 2023 at two
ceremonies in Paris organized by the French Academy of Sciences: June 13, 2023,

when they presented the results of their joint research at a gala conference organized
for the winners of the French Academy of Sciences’ international prizes, and October
17,2023, when the annual gala “ceremony under the dome” (La Coupole) took place
with the winners of the prizes awarded that year by the French Academy. In the
picturesque interiors of the Institut de France, Prof. Kervella and Prof. Pietrzynski
received medals that the Paris Mint specially minted for the occasion.

The Foundation announced the call for nominations for the 3rd competition in
December 2023.

FOR UKRAINE Programme

In March 2022, in a gesture of solidarity with war-torn Ukraine, the Foundation
launched a new initiative: FOR UKRAINE - Programme in Support of Polish-
Ukrainian Cooperation. The programme aims to directly support scholars from
Ukraine representing social sciences and humanities and to implement joint scientific
projects with scholars from Poland in areas related to the development of civil
society, democracy, European integration, or security. The programme addresses
scientists of any nationality with at least a doctoral degree who were working in
research institutions in Ukraine - including in temporarily occupied territories - on
the day of aggression against Ukraine, as well as scientists employed in research
institutions in Poland.

The budget for one project for a period of 12 months is PLN 268,800 and includes
funds to cover the winners’ salaries and research-related costs.

In February and July 2023, the FNP announced the winners of the second and third
competitions in the FOR UKRAINE program. The International Jury of the competition
consisted of experts in the fields of social sciences and humanities working
scientifically outside Poland and Ukraine. The expert panel also included observers
representing the Ukrainian and Polish sides. In connection with the implementation
of the FOR UKRAINE program, FNP has entered into an agreement with the National
Research Foundation of Ukraine (NRFU), under which the NRFU promotes the
program and its winners and recommends an observer representing the Ukrainian
community of scholars.
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Winners of the FOR UKRAINE Programme (competition 2/2023)

Winners of the FOR UKRAINE programme (competition 3/2023)

. ) Applicant from Applicant from Host Funding . . Applicant from Applicant from Host Funding
Project Title i o Project Title i .
Poland Ukraine Institution Amonut Poland Ukraine Institution  Amonut
Visual Narratives of Dr Ewa Wréblewska-  Dr Yana Hladyr, Institute of PLN 268,000 “Welcome to Polszcza!” Prof. dr hab. Prof. Halyna University of PLN 268,000
Civil Society: The Trochimiuk, Kryvyi Rih Slavic Studies, Analysis of the Joanna Getka, Naienko, Warsaw
Modern Ukraine Institute of Slavic National Polish Academy integration of young University of Taras Shevchenko
Project Studies, Polish University of Sciences Poles and Ukrainians Warsaw National University
Academy of Sciences after 24/02/2022 for of Kyiv
Democratic Values  Dr hab. Dr Serhii Institute of PLN 268,000 encouraging the
in Educational Michat Federowicz, Terepyshchyi, Philosophy adaptation of Ukrainian
Practice: The Institute of Drahomanov, and Sociology, students in Poland
Extended Presence Philosophy and National Polish Academy Rule of Law and Prof. dr hab. Dr Kristina Jagiellonian  PLN 268,000
of Ukrainian Children  Sociology, Polish Pedagogical of Sciences Independent Judiciary: Monika Trykhlib, University,
and Youth in Polish Academy of Sciences  University, Kyiv Major Challenges for Florczak-Wator,  Yaroslav Mudryi Krakow
Schools after Ukraine and Poland inthe  Jagiellonian National Law
February 24, 2022 Context of European Union  University, University
Policy Dr hab. Dr Olena Motuzka, WSB Merito PLN 268,000 Integration Krakow
Communication, Magdalena Szyszko, The National University Determinants of Labor- Dr hab. Dr Maksym Cracow PLN 268,000
Tools, and Effects WSB Merito Academy of Poznan market Performance and Piotr Stanek, Obrizan, University of
During the War: The  University Poznan Statistics, Kyiv Well-being of High-skilled ~ Cracow Kyiv School of Economics
Case of Ukraine and Ukrainian Refugees in University of Economics
Poland Poland Economics
Competition 2/2022 (concluded in 2023) Competition 3/2023
Application deadline September 30, 2022 Application deadline April 4,2023
Applications 101 Applications 82
Application in the second stage 21 Applications in the second stage 14
Projects financed 3 Projects financed 3

The total value of stipends awarded PLN 806,400 The total value of stipends awarded PLN 806,400
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SUPPORTING THE CREATION
OF NEW RESEARCH INSTITUTIONS

International Research Agendas Programme (IRAP) POIR

The International Research Agendas Programme (IRAP) aims to create research
units (legal organizational structures) in Poland led by distinguished researchers
from all over the world, in which teams of foreign and Polish scientists from various
disciplines will pursue R&D projects at the highest international level.

The centers of excellence created with the FNP support must apply best world
practices in:

> the identification of research programmes and topics;

> HR policy and R&D management;

> the commercialization of R&D results.

The total funding earmarked for the support of units selected in all IRAP
competitions was PLN 572,444,

In 2023, the Foundation did not conduct competitions for new grantees.

Programme Implementation in 2023

In 2023, grantees received funds in the total amount of over PLN 168 million. The
number of stipendists in the IRA programme rose to 196. In 2023, based on the stiped
agreements, the total value of provided funds was PLN 2,7 million.

See videos about IRAP centers:
> SANO: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1SmhTGLfZ4&list=PLIkfWIyRN6AXq
qzBwWiZTZnwPCOXJf3bDC&index=2

> BRAINCITY: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lf5BwscmOZo&list=PLIkfWIyRN
6AXqqzBwiZTZnwPCOXJf3bDC&index=5

> ReMedy: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTT80ap-4xY&list=PLIkfWIyRN6AX
qqzBwiZTZnwPCOXJf3bDC&index=3

> ICCVS: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vvOK6VNVxNw&list=PLIkfWIyRN6AX
qqzBwiZTZnwPCOXJf3bDC&index=4

The International Research Agendas Programme was co-financed under Axis IV of the
Smart Growth Operational Programme (POIR), Measure 4.3.

SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH PROJECTS

HOMING Programme

The HOMING Programme aims to develop human potential in the R&D sector by
financing groundbreaking projects designed as postdoctoral fellowships conducted
at research units or enterprises in Poland by postdocs from all over the world or
scientists of Polish origin returning to Poland.

Programme Implementation in 2023

In 2023, the HOMING programme involved no new enrolments. Due to the completion
of projects funded under the program in the previous year, the FNP cleared and
closed two projects.

The HOMING Programme was implemented under Measure 4.4, Increasing the human
potential in R&D sector, of the Smart Growth Operational Programme (POIR) 2014-2020,
Axis IV: Inscreasing R&D potential.
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POWROTY/REINTEGRATION Programme

The POWROTY/REINTEGRATION Programme aims to develop the human potential in
the R&D sector by financing innovative projects designed as postdoctoral fellowships
carried out by postdocs (regardless of nationality) returning to research work at
scientific units or enterprises in Poland after a break connected with parenthood or
working outside science.

Programme Implementation in 2023

In 2023, the programme involved no new calls for proposals. Implementation of two
projects selected in 2016-2018 continued. In 2023, the FNP completed the clearance
and closure of one project and signed two annexes to the Grant Agreements.

The POWROTY/REINTEGRATIO Programme was implemented under Measure 4.4,
Increasing the human potential in R&D sector, of the Smart Growth Operational
Programme (POIR) 2014-2020, Axis IV: Inscreasing R&D potential.

FIRST TEAM Programme

The FIRST TEAM programme aims to develop the human potential of the R&D sector
by supporting the first independent research teams headed by postdocs at an early
stage of their scientific career at research units or enterprises in Poland, pursuing
the most innovative fields of research.

Programme Implementation in 2023
In 2023, the FNP did not organize any new calls in the FIRST TEAM programme.

The Foundation financed a total of 19 projects selected in 2016-2018. The FNP
cleared and closed 27 projects and signed 12 annexes to Grant Agreements.

The FIRST TEAM Programme was implemented under Measure 4.4, Increasing the
human potential in R&D sector, of the Smart Growth Operational Programme (POIR)
2014-2020, Axis IV: Inscreasing R&D potential.

TEAM Programme

The TEAM programme aims to develop the human potential in the R&D sector by
supporting groundbreaking projects of great significance for the economy and
society, conducted by teams headed by leading scientists from all over the world
at research units, enterprises, or research and academic/industry consortia in
Poland. The support should enable people at the start of their scientific careers
(undergraduates, Ph.D. students, and postdocs) to gain experience.

Programme Implementation in 2023

In 2023, the FNP did not organize any new calls in the TEAM programme. The
Foundation continued 11 projects selected in 2016-2018. The FNP cleared and closed
14 projects and signed 9 annexes to Grant Agreements.

The TEAM Programme was implemented under Measure 4.4, Increasing the human
potential in R&D sector, of the Smart Growth Operational Programme (POIR) 2014-2020,
Axis IV: Inscreasing R&D potential.

TEAM-TECH Programme

The TEAM-TECH programme aims to develop human potential in the R&D sector by
supporting team projects managed by scientists having outstanding experience in
commercializing research results (TEAM-TECH competition) or providing research
services or operating research equipment for business customers (Core Facility and
Core Facility Plus competitions).

The support should enable people at the start of their scientific careers
(undergraduates, Ph.D. students, and postdocs) to gain experience in developing
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a technology, process, or innovative project (TEAM-TECH competition) or designing
and developing research services using advanced research equipment (Core Facility
and Core Facility Plus competitions).

Programme Implementation in 2023

In 2023, the FNP did not organize any new calls in the TEAM TECH programme. The
Foundation continued 5 projects selected in 2016-2018. The FNP cleared and closed
11 projects and signed 2 annexes to Grant Agreements.

The TEAM-TECH Programme was implemented under Measure 4.4, Increasing the
human potential in R&D sector, of the Smart Growth Operational Programme (POIR)
2014-2020, Axis IV: Inscreasing R&D potential.

TEAM-NET Programme

The TEAM-NET programme launched in 2018 aims to enable the implementation of
extensive interdisciplinary scientific research in Poland, strengthen cross-regional
cooperation among research units, and build competences regarding the use of accessible
research infrastructure or development of new technologies and research services.

The programme provides for the continuation of the Foundation’s previous activities
in regard to the development of the human potential in the R&D sector by supporting
team projects implemented by experienced scientists from all over the world and
early career researchers - including postdoctoral fellowships - and postdocs who
organize their first research teams.

Programme Implementation in 2023

In 2023, the FNP did not organize any new calls in the TEAM-NET programme. The
Foundation continued 11 projects (financing 52 teams) selected in 2019. The FNP
cleared and closed one project realized in a consortium by 6 research units and
signed 5 annexes to Grant Agreements.

In 2023, the FNP finalized the mid-term evaluation of all TEAM-NET projects conducted
in accordance with the provisions of the TEAM-NET Competition Regulations.

The TEAM-NET Programme was implemented under Measure 4.4, Increasing the human

potential in R&D sector, of the Smart Growth Operational Programme (POIR) 2014-2020,
Axis IV: Inscreasing R&D potential.

MEASURES FUNDED

BY THE EUROPEAN FUNDS

FOR A MODERN ECONOMY (FENG)
PROGRAMME

International Research Agendas (IRA) FENG Measure

The IRA measure aims to support the establishment or development of specialized,
world-leading research teams and organizations that will be able to achieve scientific
excellence and international research competitiveness.

The support aims to implement best global practices in Poland. They shall
encompass:

> conducting scientific research at the highest level,

> identifying research programs and topics,

> personnel policy,

> management of R&D work and commercialization of R&D results.

Under the rules of the competition regulations, the measure may also grant
complementary support to projects selected in the Horizon Europe competitions
in the area of Widening participation - Teaming for Excellence (ToE) and selected
projects selected in the Seal of Excellence competition in the ToE program.
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Implementation in 2023

In May 2023, the Foundation announced the first two calls for proposals for funding
under the IRA FENG Measure.

Call 1/2023 was for units that received funding or the so-called Seal of Excellence
in the last Teaming for Excellence competition. The call included 3 applications
and ended on June 30, 2023. In 2023, we finished the formal evaluation stage. We
forwarded all applications for substantive evaluation.

The FNP resolved Call 1/2023 in February 2024.

Call 2/2023 was for scholar units and lasted until June 30, 2023. Tin total, there were
16 applications. In 2023, we finished the formal evaluation stage. We forwarded 14
applications for substantive evaluation.

The FNP resolved Call 2/2023 in February 2024.

The FENG Measure 2.1 International Research Agendas is part of European Funds for
a Modern Economy programme (FENG) 2021-2027.

FIRST TEAM FENG Measure

The FIRST TEAM measure aims to enable newly established research teams to
conduct innovative research with application potential in Poland. Implementation

of projects under FIRST TEAM intends to enable young researchers with a doctoral
degree to achieve scientific independence by leading a research team and developing
scientific cooperation internationally and with business entities operating in Poland
conducted by new teams. The thematic scope of the projects is not limited to
particular fields of science, but refers to the priorities included in the list of National
Smart Specializations (KIS).

Implementtion in 2023

In 2023 the Foundation conducted the first call for applications for the FIRST TEAM
FENG measure (call 1/2023). The call announced on September 18 and closed on
October 18. The call included 202 applications for funding, the applicants were 68
research organizations (65 applications submitted by Universities, 64 - by Technical
Universities, 50 - by units of the Polish Academy of Sciences, 8 - by the tukasiewicz
Research Network, 8 - by National Research Institutes. The remaining applications
were submitted by 2 universities and 3 private research foundations).

The 1/2023 call is scheduled to be resolved in the second quarter of 2024.

The FENG Measure 2.2 FIRST TEAM is part of European Funds for a Modern Economy
programme (FENG) 2021-2027, in which the FNP acts as Intermediate Body.

Proof of Concept (PoC) FENG Measure

The PoC measure aims to help verify research hypotheses and the implementation
potential of research results obtained in Polish research organizations, in terms

of their application in practice, effective knowledge transfer, or establishment of

a technology company. It aims at women scientists at any stage of their scientific
career, including pre-graduation scientists working in Polish research organizations.

Implementation in 2023

In June 2023 the Foundation announced the first call for proposals for the PoC FENG
measure (call 1/2023). The call closed on September 7, 2023. The FNP received 236
applications. They came from 83 research organizations in Poland. The Foundation
completed the first stage of formal evaluation in 2023, qualifying 205 applications for
the second stage of substantive evaluation.

The FNP settled the 1/2023 call in May 2024.
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The FENG 2.7 Proof of Concept Measure is implemented within the framework of the
European Funds for a Modern Economy (EFME) 2021-2027 programme, in which FNP acts
as Intermediate Body.

PRIME Measure

The PRIME project aims to support the effective commercialization of R&D results
generated in Polish research organizations. Under the project, teams led by

a researcher-innovator will receive small grants for a period of up to 18 months and
are expected to choose the most advantageous path for the commercialization of the
invention (this may include: setting up and developing a company, licensing the use

of the invention, selling rights to the invention). For teams intending to establish and
develop companies, the project will provide additional financial and non-financial
support for the first 12 months of operation of a young company in the form of a grant
from de minimis public aid, in order to increase its investment/product/sales readiness.

Implementation in 2023

In 2023, the Foundation continued its efforts to plan the course of the PRIME project
and conducted negotiations and arrangements with the managing authority in this
regard. As a result, in late December 2023, the FNP submitted an application for

the funding of the PRIME project planned for implementation in 2024-2029. The
implementation of the project will be based on cooperation with the project’s partner,
the British consulting company Oxentia, which originates from the Oxford University
Technology Transfer Center and has expertise in supporting the commercialization of
scientific results obtained at publicly funded research institutions.

The FENG 2.6 PRIME MEASURE is implemented within the framework of the European
Funds for a Modern Economy (FENG) 2021-2027 programme.

PUBLICATIONS

MONOGRAPHS Programme

In the MONOGRAPHS programme, the Foundation finances the publication of
original, previously unpublished works from the humanities and social sciences,
chosen in a competition. The FNP has conducted the competition continuously
since 1994. An average of 10 new titles are released every year and about 10% of
candidates receive funding for the publication of their books. Since 2011, the series
has been published by the Nicolaus Copernicus University Press in Torun.

The Publications Board acts as the jury. It comprises:
> Prof. Michat Buchowski,

Prof. Edmund Kizik,

Prof. Joanna Odrowaz-Sypniewska,

Prof. Andrzej Pienkos,

Prof. Pawet Zajas.

vvVvVvvVvVvy

In 2023, 4 new titles appeared in the series. In total, up until the end of 2023, 245
titles have appeared in the series.
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Winners of the FNP MONOGRAPHS Programme in 2023

Beneficiary

Field of Science

Institution

Book Title

Dr Magdalena

Chutek

Dr Matgorzata

Lisecka

Dr Kacper
Kutrzeba

Prof. em
Zbigniew
Semadeni

ethnology

musicology,
cultural studies

literary studies,
cultural
anthropology

filozofia
philosophy

Institute of Ethnology and
Cultural Anthropology, Adam
Mickiewicz Univeristy in
Poznan; Centre of Migration

Research, University of Warsaw

Institute of Cultural Studies,

Nicolaus Copernicus University

in Torun

Interfaculty Individual Studies
in the Humanities, Jagiellonian

University

Faculty of Mathematics,
University of Warsaw

How is a Slum Produced?

A Case Study of the Residents
of Kibera and Korogocho in
Nairobi

Voice, Body, Space: The
Affectivity of Opera Theater
in French-Italian Dictionary
Discourse 1768-1826

“Crippling” Modernity
and Literature: Dialectical
Adventures at the Dawn of
Polish Modernization

Different Faces of
Mathematics: Mathematics
from Historical, Ontogenetic,
and Philosophical
Perspectives

Competition in 2023

Competitions

Candidates

Works qualified for publishing

Translation financing

Experts and reviewers

81

55

Total financing value:

PLN 253,275

Within the framework of the FNP MONOGRAPHIES program, it is also possible to
obtain a subsidy for the translation into one of the congressional languages of

a work previously published in the FNP MONOGRAPHIES series (TRANSLATIONS
competition). The condition for applying for a subsidy is to document interest in the
publication and distribution of the work from a recognized foreign publisher.

In 2023, the FNP awarded two grants under the TRANSLATIONS competition:

> to Philip Gajos for the translation of Barttomiej Krzysztan’s book Pamie¢,
politycznos¢, wtadza. Reprezentacje pamieci zbiorowej w Gruzji, Armenii, Gorskim
Karabachu i Abchazji (FNP Monagraphs series, 2022);

> to Jan Burzynski and Mikotaj Golubiewski for the translation of Mikotaj Kassner’s
book Pragmatyzm i radykalny liberalizm. Studium filozofii politycznej Johna
Deweya (FNP Monographs series, 2019).

The ADIUSTATION competition also provides subsidies for funding the linguistic
editing of scientific monographs in the humanities and social sciences written in

a foreign language selected from among the congressional languages. In 2023, the
FNP received one application for this competition. Based on external reviews, the
FNP rejected the application.

Meetings with Readers in the Cycle Polyphony on FNP MONOGRAPHS Organized
by the FNP

> February 8, 2023
Discussion revolving around the book Otwieranie wszechswiata. Polska
powojenna awangarda by Karolina Gérniak-Prasnal. The discussion was entitled
Poem as a Meeting: About Postwar Poetic Avant-garde.
Participants: Joanna Mueller (host), Dr hab. Krystyna Teresa Latawiec, Marcin
Sendecki.

> April 26, 2023
Discussion revolving around the book Pamiec afektywna. Dynamika polskiej
pamieci po 1989 roku by Justyna Tabaszewska. The discussion was entitled:
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Emotions, Clichés, and Overexposures: The Dynamics of Polish Memory

after 1989.

Participants: Dr Magdalena Budziszewska (host), Prof. Przemystaw Czaplinski,
Dr hab. Michat tuczewski.

> September 27,2023
Discussion revolving around the book “Kalekujgca” nowoczesnos¢ a literatura.
Dialektyczne przygody u zarania polskiej modernizacji by Kacper Kutrzeba. The
discussion was entitled: “Energy is Eternal Delight:” Modernity and the Romantic
Literature.
Participants: Prof. Iwona Wegrzyn (host), Prof. Tomasz Kizwalter, Prof. Michat
Kuziak.

> November 22,2023
Discussion revolving around the book Jak wytwarzany jest slums? Studium
przypadku mieszkancow Kibery i Korogocho w Nairobi by Magdalena Chutek. The
discussion was entitled: How is a slum produced?
Participants: Dr hab. Natalia Bloch (host), Dr hab. Tomasz Rakowski, Przemystaw
Wielgosz.

Meetings with Readers Organized by the Nicolaus Copernicus University Press
> September 13, 2023 Romantics and Modernity - an interview about Kacper
Kutrzeba’s book “Crippling” Modernity and Literature: Dialectical Adventures at the

Dawn of Polish Modernization. Hosted by Dr Marcin Lutomierski.

> December 8, 2023 (Collegium Maius UMK in Torun).

Discussion of Matgorzata Lisecka’s book Voice, Body, Stage: The Affectivity of Opera
Theater in French-Italian Dictionary Discourse 1768-1826.

Participants: Dr Matgorzata Lisecka, Prof. Dariusz Brzostek, Prof. Ryszard Daniel
Golianek.

AUDITS OF PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED
WITHIN MEASURE 4.4 POIR

Fulfilling its obligations of the Implementing Body, in 2023, the Foundation
conducted 19 audits (including 8 audits of project lifetime) of programmes financed
by European funds from the Measure 4.4 POIR: FIRST TEAM, HOMING, POWROTY/
REINTEGRATION, TEAM, TEAM-TECH, and TEAM-NET. The audits were conducted in
accordance with the Annual Inspection Plan 2022/2023 and the Annual Inspection
Plan 2022/2023, approved by the Foundation’s Executive Board and the POIR
Intermediary and Managing Authorities.

The audits examined the implementation of 4 projects in the FIRST TEAM
programme, 3 projects in the lifetime period of the HOMING programme, 2 projects
(including 1 project in the lifetime period) of the POWROTY/REINTEGRATION
programme, 4 projects (including 3 projects in the lifetime period) in the TEAM
programme, 1 projects in the TEAM-TECH programme, and 5 in the TEAM-NET
programme. Inspections of the above-mentioned projects in the first and second
quarters of the year were conducted remotely (“from behind the desk”), while in the
third and fourth quarters - in the form of on-site inspections.
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INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC IRAP
CONFERENCE

The FNP held the international scientific conference summarizing the International
Research Agendas Programme (IRAP) October 12 and 13, 2023 at the PGE National
Stadium in Warsaw. Participants included leaders, managers, and members of teams
involved in projects implemented under the IRA program and external guests. Over
300 people attended the. event. It featured presentations by 14 IRA centers, invited
keynote speakers, and a panel discussion. Guests could watch over 70 posters
presented the poster area.

> See video from the conference: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uOtT7jvHbIQ
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Fulfilling the provisions of the Foundations Act of 6 April 1984 and the Act on

Public Benefit and Volunteer Work of 24 April 2003, the Foundation enables anyone
interested to access the complete report on the Foundation’s activity in 2023, which
is available at the Foundation’s offices at Krasickiego 20/22 St., Warsaw.

The financial statements and merits report from the activity of this public benefit

organization in 2023 are published in the website https://sprawozdaniaopp.niw.gov.
plunder KRS 0000109744.
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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT ON
THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

To the Board of Foundation for Polish Science

Our opinion

In our opinion, the accompanying summary financial statements of Foundation
for Polish Science (the ,Foundation”) for the year ended 31 December 2023 are
consistent, in all material respects, with the audited financial statements of
Foundation, in accordance with the note to the summary financial statements.

The summary financial statements
The Foundation’s summary financial statements derived from the audited financial
statements for the year ended 31 December 2023 comprise:

> the summary statement of financial position as at 31 December 2023;

> the summary statement of profit or loss and other comprehensive income for the
year then ended;

> the summary statement of changes in equity for the year then ended,;

> the summary statement of cash flows for the year then ended.

The summary financial statements do not contain all the disclosures required by
the Accounting Act dated 29 September 1994 (“the Accounting Act”). Reading the
summary financial statements and the auditor’s report thereon, therefore, is not

a substitute for reading the audited financial statements and the auditor’s report
thereon. The summary financial statements and the audited financial statements do
not reflect the effects of events that occurred subsequent to the date of our report
on the audited financial statement.

The audited financial statements and our report thereon
We expressed an unmodified audit opinion on the audited financial statements in our
report dated 28 March 2024.

Management’s responsibility for the summary financial
statements

Management is responsible for the preparation of the summary financial statements
in accordance with the note to the summary financial statements.

Auditor’s responsibility

Our responsibility is to express an opinion on whether the summary financial
statements are consistent, in all material respects, with the audited financial
statements based on our procedures, which were conducted in accordance with
International Standard on Auditing (ISA) 810 (Revised), Engagements to Report on
Summary Financial Statement.

Preparer of this report and auditor of Foundation’s financial statements on behalf
of PricewaterhouseCoopers Polska spétka z ograniczong odpowiedzialnoscia
Audyt sp.k., a company entered on the list of Registered Audit Companies with the
reference number 144:

[Translation only]
Pawet Wesotowski

Key Registered Auditor
No. 12150

Warsaw, 26 June 2024

PricewaterhouseCoopers Polska Spétka z ograniczona odpowiedzialnoscia Audyt sp. k., Polna 11 str., 00-633 Warsaw,
Poland; T: +48 (22) 746 4000, F: +48 (22) 742 4040, www.pwc.com

PricewaterhouseCoopers Polska Spoétka z ograniczong odpowiedzialnoscig Audyt sp. k. is entered into the National Court
Register maintained by the District Court for the Capital City of Warsaw, under KRS number 0000750050, NIP 526-021-02-28.
The seat of the Company is in Warsaw at Polna 11 str.
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THE SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT
AS AT 31 DECEMBER 2023

This summary financial statement contains the Foundation’s for Polish Science balance
sheet as at 31 December 2023, income statement, statement of changes in equity and
cash flow statement for the period from 1 January 2023 to 31 December 2023 and has
been prepared on the basis of the Foundation’s audited annual financial statements
prepared on 27 March 2024 in accordance with the policies specified in the Accounting
Act of 29 September 1994 (uniform text - Journal of Laws of 2023, item 120).

Balance sheet

The summary financial statement does not contain all of the disclosures required

by the Accounting Act for full annual financial statements and, therefore, in order

to gain a full understanding of the Foundation’s financial position and its results

of operations as at and for the year ended 31 December 2023 the Foundation’s full
financial statements of 27 March 2024, available at the Foundation’s headquarters,
Ignacego Krasickiego St. 20/22, 02-611 Warsaw as well as the independent registered
auditor’s and report of 28 March 2024 on the said financial statements should be

read.

Warsaw, June 2024

ASSETS (in thousand PLN) 31.12.2023 31.12.2022
NON-CURRENT ASSETS 129,997 119,855
Intangible assets 51 106
Other intangible assets 51 106
Tangible fixed assets 16,717 17,805
Fixed assets 16,717 17,798
Land (including right to perpetual usufruct) 2,511 2,752
Buildings, offices, apartments, civil and marine 13,780 14,237

Plant and machinery 396 779
Vehicles 0 0
Other fixed assets 30 30

Fixed assets under construction 0 7
Long-term recievables 0 0
Long-term investments 113,229 101,944
Long-term financial assets 113,229 101,944
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Balance sheet (cont.)

ASSETS (in thousand PLN) 31.12.2023 31.12.2022

- shares 1,060 1,060

In other entities 99,168 87,352

CURRENT ASSETS 163,568 176,731

Materials 12 12

Short-term receivables 1,121 362

Trade receivables, due: 4 38

Tax, subsidy, customs duty, social security and health insurance and other benefits receivable 20 20

Short-term investments 162,322 176,230

In other entities 152,944 143,510

- other securities 124,822 125,717

- cash in hand and at banks 7,485 32,720

Short-term prepayments and deferred costs 78 91
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Balance sheet (cont.)

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY (in thousand PLN) 31.12.2023 31.12.2022

Statutory Fund 363,225 363,225

Statutory Fund 268,225 268,225

Accumulated losses (126,712) (105,840)

Liabilities and provisions for liabilities 8,802 32,458

Provision for adjustment of VAT 217 435

- short-term 217 217

- long-term 1,533 1,161

Other provisions 0 0

Short-term liabilities 5,212 781

Trade payables, due: 2,884 374

Tax, customs duty, social security and other benefits payable 2,278 397

Other 2 1

Accruals and deferred income 0 28,381
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Balance sheet (cont.)

LIABILITIES AND EQUITY (in thousand PLN) 31.12.2023 31.12.2022
Other accruals and deferred income 0 28,381

- short-term 0 28,381
TOTAL LIABILITIES 293,565 296,586

Income statement

(in thousand PLN) 31.12.2023 31.12.2022
Revenue from statutory activities, including: 183,109 152,704
Non chargeable statutory activities 182700 152,349
Chargeable statutory activities 0 0
Other revenues determined statutes 409 355
Costs of statutory activities 191,633 160,339
Costs of non-chargeable statutory activities 191,633 160,339
Costs of chargeable statutory activities 0 0
Profit/(loss) on statutory activities (8,524) (7,635)
Administrative expenses 10,806 7,304
Depreciation and amortization 1,389 1,053
Consumptions of materials and energy 458 222
External services 4,654 2,070
Taxes and charges 15 19
Wages and salaries 3,295 3,087
Social security and other benefits 854 645
Other costs by type 141 208
Profit/(loss) on statutory and administrative activities (19,330) (14,939)
Other operating income 247 356
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Income statement (cont.)

(in thousand PLN) 31.12.2023 31.12.2022

Other 247 356

Loss on disposal of non-financial fixed assets 0 0

Other 766 529

Dividends and shares in profits 1,125 903

Gains on disposal of investments 11,678 4,922

Other 532 558

Interest expense 0 0

Revaluation of investments 0 15,125

Profit /(loss) before tax 20,668 (20,841)

Net profit / net loss 20,635 (20,872)
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Statement of changes in equity

(in thousand PLN) 31.12.2023 31.12.2022
Equity as at the beginning of the period 264,128 285,000
Capital Fund at the beginning of the period 95,000 95,000
Capital Fund at the end of the period 95,000 95,000
Statutory Fund at the beginning of the period 268,225 268,225
Statutory Fund at the end of the period 268,225 268,225
Other Reserve Fund at the beginning of the period 27,615 27,615
Other Reserve Fund at the end of the period 27 615 27 615
Accumulated losses at the beginning of the period (105,840) (110,499)
Increases/ decreases (due to) (20,872) 4,659

- accumulated profit/(losses) brought forward to offset (20,872) 4,659
Accumulated losses at the end of the period (126,712) (105,840)
Net profit /(net loss) 20,635 (20,872)
Net profit /(net loss) 20,635 (20,872)
Equity as at the end of the period 284,763 264,128
Equity, as adjusted for the proposed offset of loss 284,763 264,128

FNP ANNUAL REPORT 2023 | THE SUMMARY FINANCIAL STATEMENT AND REPORT OF THE INDEPENDENT AUDITOR

59



Cash flow statement

(in thousand PLN) 31.12.2023 31.12.2022
Net profit/(net loss) 20,635 (20,872)
Total adjustments (61,655) (26,025)
Depreciation and amortization 1,389 1,053
Interest and shares in profits (dividends) (5,930) (3,727)
Loss/Profit on financing activities (33,461) 9,645
Changes in provisions 294 (188)
Changes in inventory 1 4
Changes in receivables (18) 82
Changes in short-term liabilities, except for loans and credits 4,431 (921)
Changes in prepayments, accruals and deferred income (28,367) (31,973)
Other adjustments 6 0
Net cash flows from operating activities (41,020) (46,897)
Cash inflows 234,024 108,477
Disposal of intanigible and tangible fixed assets 0 0
From financial assets, including: 234,024 108,477

In other entities 234,024 108,477

- disposal of financial assets 227,594 104,750

- dividends and shares in profits 1,125 903

- interest received 4,805 2,824

- other inflows from financial assets 0 0

Other inflows from investment activities 0 0
Cash outflows (218,239) (104,012)
Acquisition of intangible assets and tangible fixed assets (253) (472)
On financial assets, including: (217,986) (103,540)
Related entities (1,861) (1,477)

- loans granted (1,861) (1,477)
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Cash flow statement (cont.)

(in thousand PLN) 31.12.2023 31.12.2022
- shares 0 0

In other entities (216,125) (102,063)

- acquisition of financial assets (216,125) (102,063)

Other outflows from investment activities 0 0
Net cash flows from investing activities 15,785 4,465
Net increase/(decrease) in cash and cash equivalents (25,235) (42,432)
Change in cash and cash equivalents in the balance sheet (25,235) (42,432)
Cash and cash equivalents as at the beginning of the period 32,720 75,152
Cash and cash equivalents as at the end of the period, including: 7,485 32,720
- of restricted cash and cash equivalents 44 6
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